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WAITSBURG— All members were present at a meeting of the 
Waitsburg School Board on Wednesday, November 15.

Secondary Principal Joe Wirtzberger reported that he was 
pleased with the district’s overall full-time enrollment atten-
dance rates. However, the high school’s junior class is currently 
under expectations, with half of that class under a 90% atten-
dance rate. He said that the administration will continue to 
look at ways of improving that statistic.

Wirtzberger reported that the Preston Hall Haunted House 
event was a success. 

ASB President and Student Representative Blake French 
said that this year, “the culture of school is way better than last 
year.” He gave Principal Wirtzberger credit for helping improve 
the school’s atmosphere. Commenting on the dissolution of 
the sports combine with Dayton, French said, “We’ve become a 
stronger school since the combine ended.”

Superintendent and Elementary Principal David Woods said 
the administration is reviewing a new English Language Acqui-
sition curriculum. He shared that the “discipline referral rate” 
at Waitsburg schools has been very low this year, with no major 
issues arising.

A Healthy Kids Grant for facilities upgrades has been award-
ed to the district. Woods reported the funds will be used to 
complete fencing of the Elementary/Preston Hall campus on 
the north, west, and south sides. This will prevent young stu-
dents from being able to run off campus during recess times. 
Also being considered is a climbing wall for the playground 
area. 

Woods reported that the district budget is in good shape. He 
outlined steps to be taken in preparation for next year’s replace-
ment levy submittal. 

The district is seeking applications from residents interest-
ed in being appointed to a committee to write the for/against 
statements for the Walla Walla and Columbia County Local 
Voters’ Pamphlets related to the district’s ballot measure for 
the Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy to 
be considered on February 13, 2024. This will be a replacement 
levy, which is legislatively capped at 2.5% of voter property val-
ues. 

Winter Cardinal sports are underway. The board approved 
hiring Lash LaRue as the new middle school wrestling coach. 
He will be assisted by coaches of Waitsburg’s MatBirds. Ac-
cording to Athletic Director Wirtzberger, seven students have 
signed up for wrestling.

The board also approved hiring Chris Andrews as assistant 
coach for the middle school boys’ basketball team. The team’s 
head coach is Gabe Kiefel.

During the public comment, board member Stephanie Cole 
said she would like the board to consider ways to encourage 
community attendance at meetings “and not just when there’s 
a problem people might not have known about because they 
hadn’t been at a previous meeting.”

The board approved closing district offices from December 
18 to January 1 for winter break. The board’s next meeting will 
be Thursday, December 7.

Waitsburg School 
Board discuss 
levy, grant and 
attendence   
By Mike Ferrians  |  THE TIMES

DAYTON – The Dayton School Board met in the High School 
Library on November 15, 2023. School board members present 
were Chair Jeffrey McCowen, Zac Fabian, Aneesha Dieu, Ryan 
Paulson, and Grant Griffin. Superintendent Rich Stewart and 
student representatives Madison Richardson and Lila Hutch-
ens were also present.

One of the Board’s first actions was to approve Lila Hutch-
ens as a student representative to the Board. She joins Madison 
Richardson as the second student representative. The student 
representative and ASB reports recap student activities from 
the previous month.

Athletic Director Sam Korslund announced the start of win-
ter sports: wrestling and boys and girls basketball.

Elementary School Principal Amy Cox updated the Board 
on the Leadership Team’s progress on the Title 1 Part A School-
wide Plan and the success of the PTSO-run book fair. She said 
each elementary school student was awarded a free book after 
the fair.

Cox announced the results of the election of ASB Elementary 
School officers. The newly elected officers are:

• President – Auston Ferguson 
• Vice President – Lily Smith 
• Secretary – Ronan Gemmell 
• Treasurer – Molly Jonas 
• Technology Coordinator – Rae Howard 
Board member Dieu stated that she had questions about the 

book fair and was reminded that the PTSO, not the school, runs 
it. 

Dieu said, “I guess I’m just wondering what type of books are 
coming into the school.” 

Cox said the teachers hand-picked those books, selecting 
them based on their students’ interests and abilities.

Dieu said she wanted “a little bit of a heightened awareness 
of all the books and how they’re coming in and out of the school. 
It might be where the principal needs to look things over, a body 
of teachers, something that we can somehow control that a lit-
tle bit better.”

Stewart took the opportunity to emphasize his belief that 
male figures in the family, fathers, and grandfathers, are most 
influential in developing children’s reading habits. He encour-
aged fathers and grandfathers to take the time to read to or read 
with their children. 

Secondary Principal Guin Joyce gave a shout-out to the FSA, 
who brought fresh apple pie to the board meeting. 

Joyce said the secondary schools had mailed progress re-
ports and letters explaining tutoring options and concerns 
about student attendance to families.

Head Custodian John Delp gave his report on maintenance, 
operations, and grounds. He said three controllers for the heat-
ing control system failed in the last week of October. Delp has 
been manually controlling the heat since the failure. He said 
the obsolete and failed controllers would need to be replaced.

Stewart announced a second school levy meeting scheduled 
for 6 p.m. on November 20, 2023, at the Port of Columbia board 
room. The previous meeting was held on November 7, 2023.

Board member appointee Ryan Paulson was sworn in during 
the November 7 work session. Members from the local Citi-
zens for Education group participated in the levy discussion. 
The Superintendent seemed hesitant to ask for a levy of more 
than $1.50/$1000. Most attendees were concerned with student 
safety and the needed repairs for the 

Dayton School Board 
working on levy

DAYTON - PAGE 2

WAITSBURG — Waitsburg’s Friends of the Pool 
with Rural Youth Enrichment Services (RYES) hosted 
a Pool Kick-off celebration and fundraiser at the Royal 
Block Wine Bar on Thursday, November 16. The event 
featured a silent auction, Walla Walla DJ music, and 
Daniel Rossi catering. 

Pool Committee member Wendy Carter and Waits-
burg Mayor Marty Dunn made speeches on the efforts 
to build a public pool in the city. Jesse Brown was 
recognized for her ideas and energy in making the 
well-attended event successful. 

The silent auction offered six items, including a to-
tal yard makeover by Mayor Dunn, dinner for six at 
the Perry & Darlene Dozier Ranch, a family photo ses-
sion with Tracy Daniel, a Hells Canyon jetboat tour, a 
birthday party event with dunk tank hosted by Waits-
burg Firefighters, and an overnight stay for two at the 
Royal Block with an exclusive wine tasting. 

Before the event, the Friends of the Pool raised 
$50,000, which is enough to begin a feasibility study to 
build of a new pool. Waitsburg Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner Beth Daves will be meeting with PBS 
Engineering and Environmental, Inc. in Walla Walla 
on November 30 to begin work on the study.

 According to City Council Member Jillian Henze, 
donations coming in between October 16 and No-
vember 20, excluding final silent auction bids, totaled 
$9,305. An additional $10,000 gift from the Waitsburg 
Lions Club was announced at the evening’s celebra-
tion. 

Pool Kickoff Event 
made a big splash

Mike Ferrians

Wendy Carter sharing news on the pool proj-
ect’s efforts.

Lane Gwinn

Catering was provided by local chef Daniel 
Rossi.

Mike Ferrians

Walla Walla DJ provided the sound system and entertain-
ment for the evening.

Salisbury Steak
(see page 7)

Pioneer Portraits
(see page 6)

MS Basketball
(see page 5)
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“Polar Express”
To the Editor:
Thanksgiving is a time to be appreciative, grate-

ful, and thankful. It is a time to reflect on what we 
are thankful for. 

I often say a silent prayer of thanks for my life in 
Dayton, an area, with a few exceptions, that doesn’t 
have wild, crazy, and destructive weather like torna-
does.

I say a prayer of thanks for being able to safely 
walk around my community, meet neighbors, and 
enjoy conversations with people like Curtis at the 
post office, who is always cheerful and helpful.

There are many people I am grateful for; some 
have been in my life a long time, and others have 
shown up for a “reason.” I have been fortunate to 
know Mayor Zac Weatherford and Dain Nysoe, 
longtime council member, who are leaving their 
positions at the end of the year. My role as a coun-
cil member has been enriched, working with them 
while our life paths crossed in public service.

Of course, I feel blessed with a roof over my head, 
food, and water, while many in war zones struggle 
just to exist. 

But for me, my life is made by the people in it. 
Friends, family, people I’ve met and instantly liked, 
classmates who have reconnected, and my church 
family.

I am grateful, thankful, and appreciative of my 
life and all that is in it. 

Reflectively,
Teeny McMunn
Dayton, Wash.

“Polar Express” will show for free at the Liberty 
Theater on November 23 at 3:00 p.m.

When a doubting young boy takes an extraordi-
nary train ride to the North Pole, he embarks on a 
journey of self-discovery that shows him that the 
wonder of life never fades for those who believe. 
Tom Hanks and director Robert Zemeckis (“Forrest 
Gump”; “Cast Away”) reunite for “Polar Express,” an 
inspiring adventure based on the beloved children’s 
book by Chris Van Allsburg.

Rotten Tomatoes critics review is: “Though the 
movie is visually stunning overall, the animation 
for the human characters isn’t lifelike enough, and 
the story is padded.”   The critics rate it 56% favor-
able, and audiences 64%. Rating is G, and runtime is 
1 hour and 40 minutes.

C L A S S I F I E D S

R E N TA L
APARTMENT – DAYTON 
$1600
1BR 1BA 1 person– 600sqft 
- Furnished suite, executive 
style. W/D, wi-fi/cable, closed 
garage. Quiet neighborhood. 
Pet maybe

November 23: Dr. John W.L. Bond, Miles Reese, Bill 
Johnson, Robbie Johnson, Cecile Carpenter, Heath-
er O’Brien, Jennifer Wheeler, Alice Clifton, and Jean 
Lawrence.
November 24: Orville Branson, Clay Lindsey, Bet-
sy Beck, Lisa Gosney, Brian Newbury, and Melissa 
DeCoria.
November 25: Brandon Leroue, Kelly Maib, Lucas 
Olona, Jody Lehr, Carey Demaris, and Tyler Green.
November 26: Devon Harshman, Donna Lee Harris, 
Donald Land, and Greg Gabel.
November 27: Peggy Lightfoot, 
Nita Snider, Rose Worth, Rod Bak-
er, and Jaidyn Brown.
November 28: Norma Jean Green, 
Karen Hermanns, Shawn White, 
Michael Lafer, and Cara Rea.
November 29: Lewis Neace, Sher-
rie Morris, Pat Huwe, and Scott Lambert.

L E T T E R S
continued operation of 
the schools. The board 

must also decide whether to seek a bond for capital 
projects. Dayton schools have not sought a bond for 
decades, and capital improvements have not kept 
pace with other school districts.

Stewart said he is researching the traits the dis-
trict might use in the search for the new Superin-
tendent. He is seeking input from a wide selection 
of stakeholders, including students, hoping to finish 
by Christmas. Stewart emphasized his desire to find 
a good fit and would prefer to hire an interim super-
intendent rather than be forced, by time consider-
ations, to choose a candidate who is not a near-per-
fect fit. 

Stewart closed his report by saying he was excit-
ed about passing the capital levy.

B I R T H D AY S

THANKFUL THOUGHTS FROM 
DAYTON

DAYTON - FROM PAGE 1

Position open in the Dayton 
School District for a Full-
Time Custodian 
To apply,  submit classified 
application, letter of interest & 
resume. Salary range for this  
position is $18.43 to $24.68 
per hour depending upon 
education and experience.  
Applications can be found on 
the employment page of the 
District website at  https://www.
daytonsd.org/page/employ-
ment or the District office at 
609 S. 2nd Street.  For more 
information contact District 
office at 382-2543. Closing 
date November 4,  2023 or 
until filled. EOE

H E L P 
WA N T E D
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WAITSBURG — The 
Royal Block Reading Se-
ries welcomes author 
and mindfulness leader 
Kurt Hoelting, who will 
share reflections from 
his recent Zen Peace Rit-
ual in Kyiv, Ukraine, and 
read from his book “The 
Circumference of Home” 
at the Royal Block in 
Waitsburg on November 
25, 2023, at 6:30 p.m.. Ad-
mission is free and open to the public (21+).

From July 2 to 9, 2023, Hoelting was among six 
people who committed to spending 24 hours a day 
together - two Ukrainians, two Poles, and two Amer-
icans - holding a vigil during Russia’s continuing, 
brutal invasion of Ukraine. Kurt will share reflec-
tions from that retreat, which unfolded one day at a 
time within a web of perplexing uncertainties. 

Mythical / Movable
Blue Mountain Bluegrass Jam 

Weinhard Hotel - 7p.m.
235 E Main St, Dayton
Friday, November 24

Waitsburg — The Royal Block Reading Series will 
welcome poets Paul Nelson, Adelia MacWilliam, 
Dr. Jason Wirth, and Sharon Thesen for readings 
in Waitsburg on November 24, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
Admission for the reading will be free to the public 
(21+).

This event will celebrate Cascadia Poetics Lab’s 
release of its poetry anthology “Cascadian Zen Vol. I”, 
featuring work from distinguished artists and au-
thors throughout the Cascadia bioregion, published 
by Watershed Press. 

Work in the anthology connects the mission of 
Cascadia Poetics Lab by exploring the nature of the 
Cascadia bioregion, Zen practice, and the many 
questions that follow these topics.  

Paul E. Nelson is a 
published poet, inter-
viewer, and an editor 
of Cascadian Zen. In 
1993, Nelson founded 
Cascadia Poetics Lab, 
which empowers peo-
ple to practice poetry 
and deepen connec-
tions to place, self, and 
the present moment. 
Believing self-knowl-
edge, bioregionalism, 
and expansive creativ-
ity converge through 
poetry, Cascadia Po-
etics Lab hosts work-

shops and poetry festivals to expose participants to 
community, education, and transformation through 
poetry. 

Adelia MacWilliam 
earned her MFA at the 
University of Victoria and 
is a founding editor of 
Watershed Press. She is 
co-founder of Cascadia Po-
etics Lab,  www.cascadiapo-
eticslab.ca, which produces 
the monthly Red Tree read-
ing series. Her most recent 
book is “Sweet Water: Poems 
for the Watersheds,” edited 
by Yvonne Blomer and pub-
lished by Caitlin Press.

Dr. Jason M. Wirth is a philosophy professor at 
Seattle University, focusing on Continental Philos-
ophy, Buddhist Philosophy, Aesthetics, and Envi-
ronmental Philosophy. He is a founding editor of 
Watershed Press and a review editor for the journal 
“Comparative and Continental Philosophy.” His re-
cent books include “Nietzsche and Other Buddhas: 
Philosophy after Comparative Philosophy.” He is an 
ordained Soto Zen priest and is founder and co-di-
rector of Seattle University’s EcoSangha (www.
ecosangha.net).

Sharon Thesen is 
a Canadian poet and 
professor emeritus at 
the University of Brit-
ish Columbia. Among 
her fourteen books 
of poetry are “The 
Wig-Maker” with Jan-
et Gallant, “The Re-
ceiver,” “Oyama Pink 
Shale,” and “The Good 
Bacteria.” 

Royal Block to host Cascadian 
Zen Launch Event in Waitsburg

Mindfulness lead-
er Kurt Hoelting 
at Royal Block

NOV 22
At 6:30pm

prolific author and 
globally renowned 

explorer, Richard Bangs, 
reads from his 20th book 

“The Art Of Living 
Dangerously” 

NOV 24
At 6:30PM

Reading and celebration of the release of 
Cascadia Poetics Lab’s poetry anthology 

‘Cascadian Zen Vol. I’,

NOV 25
At 6:30PM

mindfulness leader, Kurt Hoelting, will read 
from his book ‘Circling Home’

@
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS FROM 9 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

DAYTON’S CHRISTMAS KICKOFF
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25 AND 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 26

Adelia MacWilliam

Sharon Thesen

Dr. Jason M 
Wirth

Submitted photos

Paul E. Nelson

AMERICAN 35 
Wednesday, 
Nov. 29 @ 
6:30 p.m.

Submitted photo

Kurt Hoelting
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L E G A L  N O T I C E S
Ordinance / Resolution No. 

2023-07 
RCW 84.55.120 
WHEREAS, the COUNCIL of 
City of Prescott has met and 
considered 
its budget for the calendar 
year 2024; and, 
WHEREAS, the districts actual 
levy amount from the previous 
year was $ 39,941.53 ; and, 
WHEREAS, the population of 
this district is less than 10,000; 
and now, therefore, 
BE IT RESOLVED by the 
governing body of the taxing 
district that an increase in the 
regular property tax levy is 
hereby authorized for the levy 
to be collected in the 2024 tax 
year. 
The dollar amount of the 
increase over the actual levy 
amount from the previous year 
shall be $399.72 
which is a percentage increase 
of 1% from the previous year. 
This increase is exclusive of  
additional revenue resulting 
from new construction, im-
provements to property, newly 
constructed wind turbines, 
solar, biomass, and geother-
mal facilities, and any increase 
in the value of state assessed 
property, any annexations that 
have occurred and refunds 
made. 
Adopted this 13 day of Novem-
ber, 2023
The Times  
November 23, 2023 
11-23-a

NOTICE OF 2024 
PROPOSED BUDGET & OF 
PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING

Notice is hereby given that 
the proposed budget for the 
City of Prescott for 2024 has 
been prepared and is on file 
at City Hall, 108 S. D Street, 
Prescott, WA.  A final public 
hearing on the budget will be 
held at 6:30 pm December 11, 
2023, during the regular City 
Council meeting followed by 
Council discussion and action.  
Copies of the proposed budget 
will be available to the public 
December 11, 2023.
Dated this 16th day of Novem-
ber 2023
Wendy Akes, City Clerk/Trea-
surer
The Times
November 23, 30 2023
11-23-b

SMALL WORKS ROSTER
Columbia County Health Dis-
trict (CCHD) maintains a Small 
Works Roster which the District 
may utilize and update annual-
ly. Small Works contracts are 
for projects up to $350,000.00 
in value in accordance with 
RCW’s 39.04.010, 39.04.155, 
and 36.32.250. This policy 
may be used as an alternative 
to formal advertisement and 
biding of Public Works. Com-
panies that have previously 
submitted applications and 
have been listed on the Small 
Works Roster, should submit 
a new application to update 
the information in our records. 
CCHD complies with the Pre-
vailing Wage Law of the State 
of Washington (RCW 39.12) 
and requires all contractors 
to comply. All applicants must 
be properly registered and li-
censed to perform such work in 
the State of Washington.
To obtain a Small Works 
Roster Application, Contact 
Columbia County District 
Administration Department, 
jorie.aukerman@cchd-wa.org 
or call (509) 382-3400.
The Times 
November 23, 30 2023
11-23-c

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON IN AND FOR 
THE COUNTY OF WALLA 

WALLA 
PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 
In re the Estate of 
NO. 23-4/-00227-36 
TERRY LEE KNAPP, 
Deceased. 
The administrator named be-
low has been appointed as ad-
ministrator of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided by RCW 11.40.070 

Prescott Joint Park and 
Recreation District 

Board of Commissioners 
VACANCY: Position #2 
Term Expires 12/31/2025 
Serving on the Board of Com-
missioners is an active year-
round responsibility, oversee-
ing the operation of the various 
aspects of the District. 
Commissioners will work on 
several sub- committees (Bud-
get, Maintenance, Grants) 
Attend 12 monthly meetings, 
and between 5-8 specialty 
meetings 
Spend 3-5 hours/month during 
off season; 15- 30 hours/
month when things ramp up in 
Spring 
Please submit a letter of 
interest to: 
Prescott Joint Park & Recre-
ation District (PJPRD) 
PO Box 30 
Prescott WA 00348 
Deadline - Dec. 1, 2023 
If you would like more informa-
tion, please call the office at 
509-849-2314, daily 9 to 1 pm.
The Times 
November 9, 16, 23, 30, De-
cember 7, 2023
11-9-c

In the Superior Court of the 
State of Washington for the 

County of Walla Walla 
Yolanda Zuniga Contreras,
Petitioner,
No. (23-3-00201-36) 
Wenseslado Solorio, 
Respondent.
The State of Washington to 
the respondent Wenseslado 
Solorio :
You are hereby summoned to 
appear within 90 days after 
the date of the first publication 
of this dissolution of marriage 
summons, after the DATE, 
and defend the above-enti-
tled action in the above-en-
titled court, and answer the 
complaint of the petitioner, 
Petitioner’s name, and serve 
a copy of your answer upon 
the petitioner at the address 
below stated; and in case of 
your failure, to do so, judgment 
will be rendered against you 
according to the demand of 
the dissolution petition, which 
has been filed with the clerk of 
said court. If you do not serve 
your written response within 
60 days after the date this 
summons was served on you, 
exclusive of the day of service, 
the court may enter an order 
of default against you, and the 
court may, without further no-
tice to you, enter a final order 
and approve or provide for the 
relief requested in the petition.  
The court will not enter the 
final order until at least 90 
days after filing and service. 
Serve a copy of your response 
on Yolanda Zuniga Contreras 
at 61 Farmland Rd Apt 101, 
Walla Walla, WA. 99362                                             
The Times
November 9, 16, 23, 30 De-
cember 7, 14 2023
11-9-e

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA
In the Matter of the Estate of
Kathryn A. Meliah, 
Deceased
NO.  23 4 00241 36
PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
The Personal Representative 
named below has been ap-
pointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 

by serving or mailing to the 
administrator’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy 
of the claim and filing the orig-
inal of the claim with the court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced. The 
claim must be presented within 
the later of: 
(1) Thirty (30) days after the 
administrator served or mailed 
the notice to creditor as 
provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or 
(2) Four (4) months after the 
date of first publication of this 
notice. If the claim is not 
presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in 
RCW 11.40.051, and 
11.40.060. This bar is effective 
as to claims against both the 
decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate 
assets. 
Date of first publication: Nov. 9 
2023 (anticipated) 
Administrator: Suzanne Knapp 
c/o Michael E. de Grasse 
Counsel for Administrator 59 
S. Palouse St. P. O. Box 494 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 
Walla Walla County Superior 
Court 
Cause No.: 23-4-00227-36 
s/s: Suzanne Knapp
Administrator 
The Times
November 9, 16, 23 2023
11-9-a

person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the court.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of:  (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of this notice.  If the 
claim is not presented within 
this time frame, the claim is 
forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both decedent’s pro-
bate and non-probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: November 9, 2023.
Andrew J. Meliah,
Personal Representative
Trevor V. Hanzeli, WSBA 
#51290
Roach Law Firm
Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative 
126 E Alder Street
Walla Walla, WA  99362
509-522-6800
The Times
November 9, 16, 23, 2023
11-9-f

WAITSBURG — Last summer, the Waitsburg Commercial Club reached out 
to the Gaudy Gals to see if they would host the 2023 Hometown Christmas arts 
and crafts show. Kimi and Lori gladly accepted the challenge and are working 
hard to create a beautifully curated show at Waitsburg Town Hall. A call for ven-
dors went out in August and filled up within a few days. 

To ensure a successful show for vendors and shoppers, interested vendors 
provided photos and descriptions of their wares to prevent overlapping items. 
The vendors chosen are area residents who create interesting and fun works of 
art. 

Kate Hockersmith and musicians from the TVAMP youth program will play 
Christmas music on the Town Hall stage on Sunday. The show runs from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, December 2, and Sunday, December 3. All vendors will 
accept cash and credit and debit cards.

Come to the show to purchase a one-of-a-kind find.

Hometown Christmas 
offers curated Arts & Crafts 
Fair
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WAITSBURG — Waitsburg Middle 
School boys have competed well in 
their first three games of the season 
despite not having any eighth graders 
on the team. The young Cardinal team 
is working hard, developing skills and 
experience that will benefit it in the 
future. 

The team traveled to Walla Walla to 
play Liberty Christian on November 

14, losing 33-29 in a close game. The 
Cardinals rallied from a 12-point defi-
cit in the last two minutes to make an 
exciting finish in their first game of the 
season.

On November 16, both the “B” and 
“A” teams lost at Liberty Christian in 
Richland. 

On Monday, November 20, the Car-
dinals played on Kison Court against 
Touchet. The “A” and “B” teams played 
competitively but lost their matches. 
Cardinal Damen Karl led the “B” team 
with seven points in the 18-17 loss. The 
boys had a big second quarter, scoring 
10 points. 

The other day, 
while Daniel and I 
were about to walk out 
onto the deck, Mugsy 
went a little crazy, 
whining and scratch-
ing at the door jam. 
Daniel said, “There 
must be a mouse or rat 
in the wall.” 

My stomach turned, not because I 
was afraid of rodents but because the 
idea of one being in the wall was up-
setting. Daniel set traps in the pan-
try; the following day, it was trapped, 
snapped, and dead. Our gourmet 
mouse went for the brie cheese, and it 
paid the price. So far, it seems one and 
done—no traces of more invaders. 

I have dealt with rodents both here 
and in Los Angeles. I don’t like them, 
but I don’t panic or run screaming to 
stand on a chair. When my first hus-
band and I separated, I went to our 
house to pick out the pots and pans to 
take to my new apartment. There was 
one pot I wanted, and when I reached 
to get it off the shelf, a dead mouse was 
staring up at me. I took the pot and left 
the mouse on the shelf. Even trade? I 
think so. 

In my next house, I spotted a roof 
rat running through the entertain-
ment center. My two dogs sat on the 
couch, oblivious, as I froze for a few 
minutes. I got a grip and ran to the 
store and bought traps. I also had to 
buy a baby gate to keep the dogs from 
getting into the peanut butter-filled 
glue traps. After two weeks of watch-
ing the rat torment me, the dogs being 

no help, I called an exterminator who 
guaranteed success. 

First, he searched the house for any 
potential opening that allowed the an-
imal to enter. He found plenty of points 
of entry that vermin could breach. He 
repaired and rescreened vents, filled 
holes, and set better traps. Thankfully, 
after two days, there was one dead rat, 
which I put into the trash. The exter-
minator dug it out to examine it. 

After he determined it was a female 
rat, his crew came every other day for 
two weeks to ensure she didn’t leave 
a family under the house. Two weeks 
and $1,000 later, I was rat-free. 

After tomato season in my first 
Waitsburg winter, I was advised to 
keep any green tomatoes in the pantry 
to let them ripen. I was ecstatic; I was 
eating my home-grown tomatoes into 
November. As colder weather struck, a 
mouse invaded the pantry, looking for 
food and warmth. More traps, more 
dead mice. 

Thinking back on my interactions 
with rodents in Waitsburg, I am dis-
appointed with the cadre of cats in 
our neighborhood. And there are 
plenty of them, from tabbies, calicos, 
cute grey kittens, and big fluffy adults. 
Most, if not all, have curled up on my 
front porch to stay warm and dry, sun-
bathed on my car, and used our lawn 
and planters as their litter boxes. A few 
have hidden in sheltered areas in our 
backyard, and one recently was chased 
out from under the new tarp-covered 
table on the pergola. Go Mugsy.

My new mantra to the feline com-
munity that had previously been so 
welcomed in my yard, front porch, and 
garden, no more. There is no free ride. 
Catch the mice or find another warm 
place to nap. We are no longer benev-
olent hosts. Mugsy is fast; you will be 
chased into the cold if you don’t do 
your job. 

22SECTIONSECTIONLIFESTYLESLIFESTYLES
Feline Fury

Wine of the 
Week
Sineann 2022 
Abondante Red

This unique blend is sourced from vineyards 
near the Dalles, far enough east to be outside the 
Columbia Gorge AVA, but in the slim slice of the 
vast Columbia Valley AVA that crosses the river into 
Oregon. This is a generous and versatile red blend, 
roughly half Merlot and half Zinfandel, with flavors 
of red currants, strawberries and peppery herbs. 
Despite its youth there are no rough edges, and the 
tannins have a gentle graininess that adds some 
texture to the finish. Note that the website still lists 
the 2021 which quite truthfully is every bit as good 
as this 2022, and probably benefits from an extra 
year of bottle age. Really well made Columbia Valley 
reds rarely show up at this price.  500  cases; 14.8%; 
$20 (Columbia Valley) 91/100

http://www.sineann.com/abondante

By Paul Gregutt  |  THE TIMES

By Vicki Sternfeld-Rossi  |  THE TIMES

Karen Huwe 

Defense (l-r) #35 Ollivyr Dahlby, #50 Arrow Groom, #42 Damien Karl, Carsyn Pen-
nington and Levi Boudrieau  against Touchet “B”

By Karen Huwe  |  THE TIMES

CARDINALS MIDDLE 
SCHOOL BASKETBALL

WAITSBURG — The Weller Public 
Library looks fresh after Walla Wal-
la’s Meticulous Touch Painting, LLC 
finished painting the front room and 
hallway. The building’s historic tin 
ceiling stands out with a new coat of 
paint highlighting its decorative de-
tails. The shelves in the front room 
are painted and ready for library staff 
to restock, with books available for 
checkout starting on November 29.

The Friends of the Library are busy 
with holiday projects and programs. 
They held an ornament painting 
event on Saturday, November 18, in 
the “lift” room at the library. Twen-
ty-five children came to paint snow-
men ornaments, which will be hung 
on the Friends’ tree outside the library 
during the Holiday season.

In December, the Friends will 
sponsor a StoryWalk in Waitsburg. StoryWalk was created by Anne Ferguson to 
combine reading and the great outdoors. The library will laminate pages from a 
children’s book and display them around Waitsburg. As readers stroll down the 
route, they’re directed to the next page in the story.

To participate, go to the Weller Library beginning December 1 for a map of 
the route to read “Snowmen at Night.”

The Friends will offer cocoa and cookies in the library on Sunday, December 
3, before the Hometown Christmas lighted parade starts. Volunteers are wel-
come to assist the Friends of the Library with coordinated activities in the com-
ing year.

Snowmen painted by children, are ready to be hung on the tree.

Weller Public Library Updates

Karen Huwe 

The library has been repainted, and 
shelves are ready to be restocked. 

By Karen Huwe  |  THE TIMES
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No School Thursday and Friday

Happy Thanksgiving
Monday, Nov. 27
Breakfast

Bagels & Yogurt
Lunch

  BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich 
  Steamed Vegetables 
  Oranges 
  Crunchy Side

Tuesday, Nov. 28
Breakfast

Biscuits & Gravy
Lunch

Chicken Fajitas 
Spanish Rice
Refried Beans 
Pepper Strips 
Fruit Cocktail

Wednesday, Nov. 29
Breakfast

Breakfast Cookie & Yogurt
Lunch

Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwiches 
Vegetable Soup 
Pears
Ms. Brynne’s House Salad

FUN & GAMESFUN & GAMES
P I O N E E R  P O R T R A I T S

WAITSBURG SENIOR 
CENTER
504 Main Street
11 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 21
Chicken & Dumplings
Fruit
Vegetables
Garden Salad
Brownie

Lunches
WAITSBURG SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

Ten Years Ago
November 21, 2013

At 4:30 p.m. on a wet and windy Thursday af-
ternoon, about a dozen students – from Kinder-
garten through 8th Grade – are warm and cozy 
at The Cardinal’s Nest, engaged in constructive 
pursuits as they await the arrival of their par-
ents. The Nest – Waitsburg’s after-school pro-
gram – is not only a sanctuary for students, but 
provides employment to area residents as well. 
The program began in 2003 when Executive Di-
rector Kathy Carpenter applied for and received 
a five-year grant to start a 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Center, as part of the No Child Left 
Behind Act. Carpenter, assisted by Hilary Hogan 
(Ahmann), started the fully-funded program in 
January 2004. “We didn’t really know what we 
were doing,” said Carpenter. “We just went for 
it!” The program quickly gained momentum, 
and it was not unusual to have up to 65 students 
after school each day. 

Twenty-Five Years Ago
November 26, 1998

[Photo Caption] The Waitsburg Lions Club 
last week finished the savory task of smoking 
some 360 turkeys that they then sell for $25 each 
as a fund-raising project. The service club is in-
strumental in many community projects, most-
ly to benefit Waitsburg young people. Lions Rob-
ert Danforth and Jim Hofer check a batch ready 
to come out of the smoking pit and be packaged 
in accordance to strict food service standards. 

Fifty Years Ago
November 22, 1973

Mrs. Chester Keiser was honored at an open 
house Sunday afternoon, Nov. 18 in observance 
of her 80th birthday. Hosts for the event were 
Mr. and Mrs. Denney Neace, Mrs. Imogene An-
derson, Mr. and Mrs. Willard Pollard of Walla 
Walla, and Dr. Orville Burgner of Spokane. The 
beautiful two-tiered cake centered the serving 
table which was covered with an embroidered 
linen cloth made by Mrs. Keiser. The cake was 
a dainty confection of white lattice and yellow 
roses and was topped by an arrangement of 
fresh yellow roses and daisies. Mrs. Joyce Mantz 
presided at the coffee service and the cake was 
served by Mrs. Lucille Colvard of Walla Wal-
la. Dining room hostesses were Mrs. Kenneth 
Gohlman and Mrs. Jim Wood with Mrs. Ed Hen-
ley and Mrs. Earl Smith assisting. 

Seveny-Five Years Ago
November 26, 1948

In recognition of long and faithful service as 
superintendent of the Methodist Sunday School 
in Waitsburg, Orville Fullerton was honored at a 
potluck dinner Sunday afternoon in the parish 
rooms of the church. During the dinner he was 
presented with a gift.

Mr. and Mrs. Hesper Archer returned Thurs-
day morning from New York City where Mrs. 
Archer attended the National Council of Camp 
Fire Girls as representative of Region IV.

Carolyn Egli and Betty Lou Klundt were 
elected cheerleaders for the grade school during 
the coming basketball season. 

One Hundred Years Ago
November 30, 1923

Harvey Stonecipher entertained 25 of his 
school friends at a birthday party Friday night at 
his home on Main Street. Clever games and mu-
sic furnished entertainment for evening after 
which a brunch was served by Mrs. Stonecipher. 

Leland Kessler, Elmer Sayers and Dwight 
Schiltz returned Monday from a hunting trip 
over near Kahlotus. The boys say the ducks and 
geese were flying too high to make much of a re-
cord bag. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Thalman this week leased 
the Gus Mock 20-acre tract a mile or so west of 
town for a term of years and will take possession 
immediately.

One Hundred Twenty-Five Years Ago
December 2, 1898

The Dickinson family met at the large resi-
dence of Hon. A. C. Dickinson on Thanksgiving 
Day to partake a bountiful feast such as Mr. and 
Mrs. Dickinson know so well how to arrange. 
About forty guests were present – all relatives of 
the family.

The Thanksgiving Ball given by the Waits-
burg Band last Thursday evening was a success 
both socially and financially. The Armory Hall 
was artistically decorated and there was not a 
single incident to mar the evening. The band 
boys were well pleased with the result as they 
cleared about $30.00, a sum that will materially 
aid them. 



Thursday, November 23, 2023 - THE TIMES | 7

 PUZZLES & LIFESTYLES PUZZLES & LIFESTYLES
MY RECIPES
Luke Chavez

Sometimes, when researching 
for this column, I like to search 
through my vintage cookbook 
collection for inspiration. It can 
be amusing, and sometimes a lit-
tle frightening, to imagine what 
home cooks were putting on the 
table 60 or 70 years ago: So much JELLO. However, there are some hom-
ey favorites that deserve a fresh look, like this recipe for tender Salis-
bury Steak, smothered in a rich mushroom gravy. While some may only 
imagine the compartments of TV dinner trays, this updated version 
makes an impressive and satisfying weeknight meal. 

Ingredients:
For the steaks:
1 medium yellow onion
3 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
3 tablespoons ketchup
1 teaspoon packed brown sugar
1 large egg
Salt and fresh ground black pepper
1 pound ground beef
½ to ¾ cup panko bread crumbs
Olive oil
For the gravy:
8 ounces cremini mushrooms, thinly sliced
1 tablespoon all-purpose flour
1 cup beef stock
½ cup whole milk
Fresh parsley or chives, chopped for garnish
Directions:
Grate one quarter of the onion into a large mixing bowl (should yield 

about ¼ cup of onion pulp). Set the remaining onion aside for now. To 
the grated onion add Worcestershire sauce, ketchup, brown sugar, and 
egg. Season generously with salt and black pepper, then whisk with 
a fork to combine. Add the ground beef and panko, mixing until just 
combined. Don’t overmix. With your hands, form the mixture into 8 
small, oval-shaped patties about 1-inch thick. Place patties on a plate 
and set in the refrigerator to chill for at least 20 minutes. 

Meanwhile, finely dice the remaining onion and set aside for the 
gravy. 

Heat a large skillet over medium heat. Add enough olive oil to light-
ly coat the bottom of the pan. When the oil is hot, cook the patties in 
batches, until browned, about 2 to 3 minutes per side. Transfer to a 
plate and set aside. 

To the same skillet, add the onion and mushrooms with a pinch of 
salt, and raise the heat to medium-high. Cook, until deeply browned, 
about 8 to 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. During the first half of the 
cooking time the vegetables will release a lot of water, then they will 
start browning. Be careful not to burn and add more oil to the pan if it 
looks too dry. 

Sprinkle the flour evenly over the browned mushrooms, then stir 
to incorporate. Cook for about a minute, stirring constantly. Stir in 
the beef stock and milk, scraping up any browned bits, and bring to a 
simmer. Season the sauce with salt and pepper then reduce the heat to 
medium-low to maintain a gently simmer. Taste the gravy at this point 
and adjust seasoning. Add more Worcestershire or ketchup to build a 
rich flavor. 

Add the seared steaks in a single layer to the skillet along with any 
accumulated juices. Baste gravy over the tops of each steak. Contin-
ue to simmer, basting the steaks a couple of times, until the gravy has 
thickened, and the steaks are cooked through, about 5 to 10 minutes. 
Serve with a garnish of parsley or chives. 

Notes:
For a little more depth, try adding a splash of balsamic vinegar while 

the gravy is simmering. You could also try using a mix of wild mush-
rooms to create an elevated version of this dish. 

In keeping with the mid-century theme, I served this with scalloped 
potatoes and buttered peas. This dish would also be wonderful served 
with mashed potatoes, buttered egg noodles, or steamed rice. A crisp 
green salad on the side would be a lovely way to balance out the rich-
ness. 

Enjoy.

Salisbury 
Steak

LAST WEEKS ANSWERS
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LAST PAGELAST PAGE
Community Calendar

Waitsburg Monthly Meetings
Waitsburg City Council
Third Wednesday of each month @ 7 p.m. 
at City Hall.  
Planning Commission
Second Friday of the month @ 10 a.m. @ 
City Hall and on Zoom. 
Waitsburg School Board 
Third Thursday of every month @ 6 p.m.
Zoom info availble by emailing waits-
burgcc@icloud.com

Waitsburg Home and School Association – First Wednesday of each month, 6:30 
p.m. at the Waitsburg Elementary School Library. All parents, school district 
staff, or community members are welcome. 
Waitsburg Historical Society
Third Tuesday of the month @ 6:00 p.m. @ Weller Public Library
Waitsburg Booster Club
First Tues. of the month, 6:30 p.m. @ High School Home Ec. room
Waitsburg Parks and Recreation Public Meeting
First Thursday of the month, 6 p.m. @ Ten Ton Coffee
Info email: info@waitsburgparks.org 
Weller Public Library 
Board of Trustees 
Second Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m at the Weller Public Library, 212 Main St.
Friends of the Weller Public Library
Fourth Monday of the month @ 7 p.m.
Weller Public Library, 212 Main Street, 
Waitsburg
Waitsburg Commercial Club
Last Thursdays of the month @ Waitsburg 
Business Center@noon.  Last Thursdays 
of each month, Zoom info available by 
emailing waitsburgcc@icloud.com
Waitsburg Resource Center
Community Food Bank
106 ½ Preston Ave
Thursdays, 2 – 4 pm

Dayton & Columbia County Meetings
Board of Columbia County Commissioners
Regular meetings - First and second Monday of each month @ 9 a.m.
Work sessions - Second and fourth Monday of the month @ 9 a.m.
Call-in information available at https://www.columbiaco.com/114/County-
Commissioners
Dayton City Council
Second Tuesday of the month @ 6 p.m.
Call-in information available at https://www.daytonwa.com/54-inside-city-
hall/city-council 
Dayton School Board
First and third Wednesday of the month @ 6 p.m. @ 
Dayton High School auditorium 
Columbia County Public Hospital District Board of 
Commissioners
Fourth Wednesday of the month @ 1:30 p.m. Call 
(509) 382-2531 for information.
Dayton Memorial Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting
Third Monday of the month  @ 7 p.m. Delany room 
and Zoom Meeting ID: 852 3836 3787
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85238363787

Dayton Kiwanis Club Meeting 
Second and fourth Thursday @ Noon
Hybrid in-person meetings at the Delaney Library with online Zoom available. 
Zoom Meeting ID: 559 815 3650
Starbuck Meetings
Starbuck City Council
Second Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at Starbuck City Hall.

Participate in your community by attending meetings. Many 
meetings are available to community members online. 
Get to know and support your city and county representatives.  


