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SOFTBALL 
Dayton girls softball 
team split a dou-
ble-header with Colton 
Saturday, 12-11, 10-15. 
(See Page 8)

PUBLIC DEFENSE
Rachel Cortez has been 
awarded a Columbia 
County contract to pro-
vide public defense.
(See Page 6)

HOME & SCHOOL
Association raises funds 
and increases involve-
ment through social 
media. 
(See Page 7)

CO-OP - PAGE 12

SPORTS

By Dena Wood
THE TIMES

SCHOOL BOARD 
APPROVED CHOICE 
AFTER COMMUNITY 
MET WITH FOUR 
CANDIDATES

DAYTON – The Day-
ton School Board last 
week approved the hiring 
of Paul Shaber as mid-
dle school/high school 
principal beginning in 
the 2015-2016 school 
year. The vote was unan-
imous, with board mem-
ber Joe Heuther not in 
attendance.

The vote was taken 
during the board’s regu-
lar meeting, last Wednes-
day evening, after an 
executive session lasting 
approximately 90 min-
utes.

Shaber, an Idaho math 
and science teacher, was 

one of four fi-
nalists for the 
position, all of 
whom met with 
the community, 
teachers, staff 
and students 
in a series of 
public inter-
views earlier 
this month. The 
finalists also 
included Kate 
Wenzl, who 
currently serves 
as interim mid-
dle school/high 
school princi-
pal.

After the 
board meeting, 
Dayton School Superin-
tendent Doug Johnson 
issued a press release in 
which he described the 
qualities that led him to 
recommend Shaber for 
the position:

“Shaber has been 
teaching and leading 
in the Fruitland, Idaho, 
School District since the 
fall of 2003, completing 

his administrative in-
ternship in June of 2014. 
Shaber held building 
and district leadership 
positions in the areas of 
technology and math 
curriculum and is cur-
rently a member of a 
district-wide leadership 
team which meets to dis-
cuss and propose solu-
tions to problems faced 
by the district.

“Although Mr. Shaber 
is currently in Idaho, he is 
familiar with the instruc-
tional framework used 
by Dayton and which 
is part of Washington’s 
evaluation system for 
teachers and principals. 
Shaber is eager to learn 
more about how he can 
support and encourage 
teachers through the im-
plementation of the eval-
uation system.”

Johnson also said that 
he “visited the current 
districts of candidates 
outside of Dayton for 
opportunity to meet can-
didate’s supervisors, col-
leagues, and students.”

The Dayton Middle 
School and High School 
have operated with an 
interim principal since 
last July, when Andy Ma-
heras resigned to take a 
position in Sunnydale. 
Wenzl is under contract 
to remain with the dis-
trict until the end of the 
school year, on June 30, 
according to Johnson.

VENUE TO BE MANAGED BY 
PARK DISTRICT; MAY NOW BE 
RESERVED FOR PARTIES AND 
EVENTS

PRESCOTT – The Walla Walla Rural Li-
brary District (WWRLD), the Prescott Joint 
Park and Recreation District (PJPRD) and 
the Prescott Lions Club recently signed 
agreements detailing responsibilities for 
the maintenance of the Prescott Plaza. The 
three groups joined together in building 
the Plaza last June and will now ensure that 
it is well maintained for the public’s enjoy-
ment.

The Prescott Plaza was built during a 
four-day community build through what 
was formerly referred to as the Vacant Lot 
Project. A $25,000 grant, awarded by the 
Pomegranate Center and administered by 
the Blue Mountain Action Council, provid-
ed funds to transform a burned out, empty 

lot between the Tuxedo Bar & Grill and the 
Prescott Library into a usable space for res-
idents to enjoy. Pomegrante Center Execu-
tive Director and renowned artist Milenko 
Mantanovic oversaw the project, involving 
the community from design through com-
pletion.

The Plaza lot is owned by the WWRLD. 
The Prescott Lions Club provided land for 
the restroom that was built adjoining the 
Plaza. The Lions also provided space for 
meetings, meal preparation and dining 
during the project. 

Recently signed agreements state that 
WWRLD will pay a monthly fee to PJPRD 
to act as the library district’s agent in 
managing and maintaining the plaza and 
scheduling events. The existing insurance 
policies of both the library and the parks 
district cover the Plaza’s contents and use. 
Prescott’s city council has agreed that the 
city will provide the water. 

In addition to daily use by residents, the 
Prescott Community Library, a branch of 
the WWRLD, plans to use the Plaza for up-
coming Summer Reading Program activi-
ties. PJPRD is planning a variety of summer 
events for adults and families.

The Plaza, which includes a stage and 
small dance floor/seating area is available 

for reunions, birthday parties or other 
gatherings. There is no charge to use the 
venue, but a registration form must be 
completed, and donations to offset main-
tenance are always welcome. To reserve the 
Prescott Plaza call the PJPRD office at (509) 
849-2214.

Though the majority of the project is 
complete, there is still work to be done. The 
Prescott Plaza Steering Committee and 
PJPRD will host a Spring Work Day, Satur-
day, May 23 at 8 a.m.

Dayton Selects Shaber as Principal

Schools 
Will Co-Op 
for Several 
Sports
Waitsburg and 
Prescott districts 
make adjustments 
following 
WP combine 
dissolution

WAITSBURG – At 
their regular meeting 
last week, the Waitsburg 
School District approved 
an agreement to combine 
high school baseball and 
softball programs with 
Prescott High School for 
the 2016 spring season. 

Both Waitsburg and 
Prescott school districts 
are nailing down their 
plans for sports offerings, 
now that the WP sports 
combine has been dis-
solved for the 2015-16 
school year. Waitsburg 
Superintendent Carol 
Clarke, filling in for Ath-
letic Advisor Stephanie 
Wooderchak, provided 
the board with a sports 
update last week, and 
asked if they would like to 
combine with Prescott for 
softball and baseball next 
year. The board agreed. 

As it stands, Waitsburg 
High School will offer 
football, volleyball and 
cross-country in the fall, 
basketball in the winter 
and track & field in the 
spring. Prescott School 
District Superintendent 
Brett Cox confirmed that 
Prescott High plans to 
offer volleyball and soc-

Local Groups Collaborate on Prescott Plaza

By Dena Wood  |  THE TIMES

Times File Photo

The Prescott Plaza following last June’s com-
munity build.

Photo by Nick Page

Dayton photographer Nick Page admires the heavens as he stands on a hilltop outside of Dayton near a wind 
turbine while shooting photos of the Northern Lights on March 18. This photo was picked up by KEPR TV, out of 
Pasco.

Paul Shaber
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TOUCHET VALLEY LIFE

Do you feel Safe & Secure?
Are you considering a security system to protect your family?

Give Doyle Electric a Call Today! We can tell you about the 
many affordable options available, from security systems, 

camera systems, to security gates. And because we’re your 
neighbor, we can provide dependable and continuous service!

1421 Dell Ave.  Walla Walla 529-2500
WA DOYLEE1277CL  OR  CCB#19588

Providence
Now taking

Health Plans
Including Medicare part D

Call for details

Ten Years Ago
March 31, 2005

Michael Luce M.D. of Dayton was recognized 
as Washington State’s Outstanding Rural Health 
Physician  of the Year for 2005 last week. The 
presentation and award was presented to a very 
surprised Luce by Washington State Secretary 
of Health, Mary Selecky and Columbia County 
Health System Board Chair Roland Schirman.

An Easter theme was enjoyed by 19 members 
of 55 Plus at Ye Towne Hall, Friday, March 25. Net-
ta Mohney designed festive place mats and Sarah 
Wilson furnished molded chocolate bunny fa-
vors. Pat Largent along with a variety of helpers 
served as hostesses.

Twenty-Five Years Ago
March 29, 1990

The Waitsburg Rainbow Assembly welcomed 
five new members initiated on March 21: Carissa 
Langford, Heather Stephenson, Missy Samson, 
Jessica Smith and Jackie Ryckman.

Neil Henze was elected to serve as president 
of the Waitsburg Lions Club at the annual elec-
tion held Tuesday night. Since there were only 
two contests on the ballot, Glynn Davis moved 
that a unanimous ballot be cast to elect all on the 
proposed slate except the officers that were con-
tested. 

Students of Pam Conover, sixth grade teacher 
in Waitsburg, recently competed in an essay con-
test to promote the importance of agriculture in 
the Walla Walla area. Essays were based on origi-
nality and expression of theme, neatness, gram-
mar, spelling and mechanics. Jonathon Abbey, 
son of Bruce and Barb Abbey was the local school 
winner, receiving $25 and a T-shirt. T-shirts were 
awarded to Heather Ferguson, Toni Jones and 
John McCaw.

Fifty Years Ago
March 25, 1965

The Waitsburg Junior Livestock Show will be 
held Saturday and Sunday, April 10 and 11 at the 
Community Building, as announced this week by 
Don Thomas, president of the group and direc-
tor of the show. Francis Wood and Carl Peck will 
act as co-superintendents of the show; Ellsworth 
Conover and Howard Smith will have charge of 
the beef; Fred Harris and Jim Hnasen, sheep; Carl 
Nordheim and Jerry Gordon, swine; Mr. and Mrs. 
Kermit Jones and Mr. and Mrs. Dick Harper, hors-
es; Jill Wood, clerk; Betty Jo Donnelly and Beverly 
Harper, publicity; Jerry Gordon and Mr.and Mrs. 
Carl Nordheim, special exhibits; Jim Burres and 
Jim Hansen, parking; office chairman, Betty Jo 
Donnelly assisted by Mabel Wood and Rose Har-
ris. 

The City of Waitsburg has lost a valued citi-
zen and a wonderful, warm person in the pass-
ing of Howard Packer. His buoyant philosophy of 
life and his interest in other people will be sadly 
missed along main street.

Seventy-Five Years Ago
March 29, 1940

Donald Harris and Fred Harris, sons of Mr. 
and Mrs. Will Harris, have just concluded the pur-
chase of 665 acres of choice wheat land in Spring 
Valley, from the Sam Breeze estate.

The fire siren was moved this week from the 
former location atop the old City Hall, recent-
ly sold to W. T. Hamilton, to the roof of the two 
story brick building known as the Exchange Bank 
building, and located on the opposite side of the 
street. 

Fred Bachmann and family have moved from 
the farm home in Wilson Hollow, where they have 
lived for so many years and which was sold last 
year to W. W. Baker. They have moved temporarily 
at least, to the Keve place on Jasper Mountain.

H. P. Peterson, deputy County Auditor, has just 
presented to the Waitsburg Lodge No. 16, F.&A.M. 
a number of ceiling light fixtures which were for-
merly used in the County Court House and which 
he recently purchased from the Commissioners.

One Hundred Years Ago
March 26, 1915

Jack Cushin went to sleep the other day while 
riding on a gang plow and fell off and the plow 
ran over him. If it had not been for assistance at 
hand, he might have been badly hurt.

Mrs. Ed Cobb and Mrs. Robt. Pollard gave a 
party in honor of Mrs. Orlan Phipps last Friday 
afternoon. The ladies assembled at the home 
of Mrs. Pollard with their needlework. About 20 
were present. 

Clarence Eaton has purchased a new Ford tour-
ing car during the past week and now drives to 
and from the Coppei ranch in double quick time.

One Hundred Twenty-Five Years Ago
March 28, 1890

A. Mickelsen has appealed to the Superior 
Court from the award of damages made him by 
the County Commissioners, caused by the open-
ing of Whiskey Creek road.

Rufus Clapp, a prosperous farmer in the Fields 
Gulch country, spent last Friday night in the city. 
He honored this office with a call, and from him 
we learn that grass is starting nicely, that farmers 
are plowing and that there is a little land-jumping 
occasionally attempted in his locality.

Born in Columbia County, March 10, 1890 to 
John Woods and wife, a son.

Advertising Manager
The Times is seeking a motivated and or-

ganized person to become our new advertising 
manager. The selected candidate will work with 
all of our established display ad clients, and will 
also develop relationships with new clients.

We are looking for someone who is a team 
player and will have a positive approach to 
the job. Previous sales experience is a plus. 
Strong digital communications skills are a 
must.

This position is commission-based, and may 
include bonuses for generating new business.

To apply for this position, please email a 
cover letter, resume and list of at least three 
references to: ken@waitsburgtimes.com. Letter 
should be addressed to: Ken Graham, Pub-
lisher; The Times; P.O. Box 97; Waitsburg, WA 
99361.

Karen Lynn (Huwe) Mohney
September 5, 1961 – March 15, 2015

Karen   Lynn 
Mohney, age 53, 
died March 15, 
2015 at the Har-
borview Medical 
Center in Seattle.

She was flown 
there from Hep-
pner, Ore. on 
Saturday where 
she suffered an 
apparent stroke.       
She and her fam-
ily were hosting a 
St. Patrick’s Day 
dog trial in Hep-
pner. While having dinner that evening she became 
stricken with a headache.

Memorial services were Saturday, March 21, 2015 
at the First Christian Church in Waitsburg with Pastor 
Bret Moser officiating. Those who wish may contrib-
ute to Rainbow Girls or charity of the donor’s choice.

Karen was born September 5, 1961 in Walla Wal-
la. Her parents are Pete and Meredith Hulce Huwe.

She attended Waitsburg Schools, graduating from 
High School with the class of 1980. She attended WSU 
and airline attendant school and worked for Horizon 
Airlines for 15 years. She married Kelly Mohney on 
April 26, 1986 in a ceremony held in Waitsburg.   Af-
ter her father’s death she came back to Waitsburg to 
help her mother in the EZ Aerial Marker business.     
In 2010  she purchased Blue Crystal screen printing. 
She always had something else going,  like auction-
eering,  catering, raising trial dogs   and organizing 
events.  She was current President of the “Ole Towne 
Hall,” Mother Advisor of Rainbow, past 4-H leader, 
board member of the Days or Real Sport and Waits-
burg Celebration Days and a member of the American 
Legion Auxillary. She was past Commerical Club Cit-
izen of the Year and recipient of Community Service 
Award in 2010. She was a member of the First Presby-
terian Church.

She is survived by her husband Kelly, her border 
collies; Grit, Indy, and Poppy at the home.   Her moth-
er Meredith Huwe of Waitsburg. Numerous aunts, un-
cles, nieces, nephews and cousins.

She was preceded in death by her father, Pete 
Huwe.

County Appoints Fire Marshal
DAYTON – Columbia County Commissioners last 

week appointed Kim Lyonnais, the county planning 
director, as fire marshal and building official. Jero-
my Phinney, who previously held that title, resigned 
from the planning office earlier this month to become 
a full-time assistant fire chief with Columbia County 
Fire District 3.

Lyonnais, who has been operating his depart-
ment solo for a few weeks, has hired a planner, Greg 
Abramson, and a building inspector, local contractor 
Jake Davis. 

Commercial Club Honors
Business of the Year

WAITSBURG – At last week’s Commercial Club an-
nual meeting, members decided to broaden their rec-
ognition base and honor a Business of the Year. “Tra-
ditionally, we have given a Citizen of the Year Award, 
which was recently renamed the Community Service 
Award. In keeping with our mission of nurturing and 
representing Waitsburg businesses it was decided that 
we need an additional venue to honor the Waitsburg 
community businesses,” said Commercial Club Pres-
ident Joy Smith.

Submit nominations for the Business of the Year 
Award by March 27. Nominations may be sent to ik-
bakeve@charter.net or by letter to Waitsburg Com-
mercial club, PO Box 451, Waitsburg, WA  99361.

Blue Mountain Station Summer 
Market Meeting

DAYTON –  The Blue Mountain Station (700 Arti-
san Way, Dayton) is seeking vendors to increase the 
offerings of their Artisan Market for the 2015 summer 
season. An informational meeting will be held at the 
Station on March 31 at 5:30 p.m.

The market is in search of farmers, gardeners, and 
handcrafted food, art and craft artisans. Attend the 
meeting to learn more about the market or call Market 
Manager Melissa Weatherford at (509) 200-2678.

Easter Pancake Breakfast
WAITSBURG – The Waitsburg Presbyterian Church 

(504 Main Street) welcomes the community to a free 
Easter Sunday Pancake Breakfast on Easter Sunday, 
April 5. Breakfast will include pancakes, assorted top-
pings, sausage links, breakfast casseroles, coffee and 
juice. Come just for breakfast or stay for the 11 a.m. 
Easter church service to follow.
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Waitsburg
Presbyterian 

Church
504 Main

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

337-6589
Rev. Bret Moser

Waitsburg
Chapel
320 W. 2nd

Sunday School- 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
Bible Study

Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.
Rev. Jimmie Daves

337-6235

TOUCHET VALLEY NEWS

KEN GRAHAM, 
Editor & Publisher 

ken@waitsburgtimes.com
(509) 540-2752
DENA WOOD, 

Waitsburg Reporter 
dena@waitsburgtimes.com

(509) 520-3183
DIAN VER VALEN, 
Dayton Reporter 

dian@waitsburgtimes.com
(509) 956-8312

KEVIN STEFFANSON, 
Advertising Manager 

kevin@waitsburgtimes.com
(509) 301-3637

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE 
www.waitsburgtimes.com 

www.facebook.com/waitsburgtimes

The Times
139 Main St., P.O. Box 97, Waitsburg

242 E. Main Street, Dayton
(509) 337-6631

STAFF DIRECTORY

MUIRHEAD SALVAGE

(509) 529-0529

B I R T H D AY S
March 27: Bill Laughery, Rachel Halley, Emory 

Flathers, Tammy Brown, Samuel Donnelly and John 
Mason.

March 28: Natalie Faye Teal, Bill Hopwood, Gary 
Thomas, Jeff Broom, Terri Conover-Stroud, Collette 
Waltermire and Bret McKinney.

March 29: Robin Hogan, Austin Beasley, Carroll 
Smith, Edna Pearson, Jan DeCoria, Bob Stokes, Vanes-
sa Lafer and Karen Peters.

March 30: Hubert Kinder Jr., Rosemary Brinkman 
and Elizabeth Mercer.

March 31: Bob Baim, Eileen Huffman, Steve Ruley, 
Christopher Hansen, Brandon Watson, John Hansen, 
Ed Lambert, Jack McCaw, Olena Newbury and Robert 
Hinchliffe.

April 1: Nicole Baker, Mark Clifton, Lawrence Ful-
lerton, Joe Cyr, John DuPree, Lynn Mantz-Powers, Ca-
leb Leisure, Dan Henze, Corinne Kenney Hartley, An-
gela Rohde and Eric Rohlfing.

April 2: Dan Butler, Bill Butler, Kay Hawks, Sandra 
Nogle, Dawn Hinchliffe, Cassandra Leid, Jacob Smith 
and Bonnie Jones.

Waitsburg
Mar. 17
Traffic stop on Harmon Street. Deputy stopped 

subject riding an ATV on the streets. Rider was issued 
a citation for driving while license suspended 3rd de-
gree, an infraction for negligent driving, 2nd degree, 
and riding an ATV on the roadway. The ATV was towed 
and subject was released. The Sheriff’s Office had re-
ceived complaints the day prior about this person rid-
ing the ATV in the area.

Mar. 18
Assault, 4th degree domestic violence warrant ser-

vice. A female suspect on Willard Street was arrested 
for assaulting her adult son and on a felony warrant.

Prescott
Mar. 19
Malicious mischief on South “D” Street. Unknown 

person broke the sink in the public bathroom behind 
the library.

Mar. 20
Female contacted for violation of anti-harassment 

order on W. 1st St. Subject was told to stop violating or-
der or she would be arrested. Report sent to Prosecut-
ing Attorney’s office for charges.

Mar. 21
Violation of anti-harassment order on W. 1st St. Fe-

male arrested for continuing to violate order.

Dayton
Mar. 15
Radio reportedly stolen from the riding arena at 

the Columbia County Fairgrounds. Caller observed a 
suspicious male pull a gun from a red bag he was car-
rying while walking westbound on Highway 12 near 
milepost 363 about 25 minutes prior to calling the 
sheriff’s office; deputies searched the area but were 
unable to locate and so passed the information on to 
Washington State Patrol. 

Mar. 16
Black bicycle with passport and tools in a bike bag 

taken from a garage on S. 3rd Street. Vehicle prowl on 
E. Commercial Street during the night; sunglasses and 
DVD player taken. A deputy assisted a citizen who 
came to the Sheriff’s Office upset about not getting a 
refund on prepaid cellphone minutes; customer ser-
vice was contacted and the matter was resolved.

Mar. 17
Assault with no injuries reported on S. 3rd Street; 

one client allegedly hit another client in the arm with 
a doll on the previous day. Non-injury collision on E. 
Patit Avenue; caller reported backing into another ve-
hicle with no damage sustained.

Mar. 18
Fraudulent phone call reported on S. 6th Street; 

someone called claiming to be the homeowner’s 
grandson in jail needing bail money. Caller on Harlem 
Road requesting contact to discuss increased traffic 
on the caller’s street and people trespassing on private 
property. Threats reported on W. Main Street. Suspi-
cious person looking at houses on E. Dayton Avenue 
and writing on a pad of paper.

Mar. 19
Large electrical panel found in garage on S. Wil-

low Street; doesn’t belong to homeowners and call-
er thought it might be stolen. Possible violation of 
no-contact order on S. 5th Street. Deputies assisted 
Fire District 3 on a medical call on E. Washington Ave-
nue. Suspicious light on in residence that is supposed 
to be vacant on S. Willow Street; deputies checked the 
residence, which was secure.

Mar. 20
Starbuck resident Cole Mings, 45, was surrendered 

to the sheriff’s office by a bail agent on local warrants 
for failure to appear in court on original charges of 
criminal trespass, DUI, assault and violation of a 
no-contact order. Fraudulent phone call received on 
Fields Gulch Road; caller reported receiving an auto-
mated call telling the homeowner to turn himself or 
herself in to the nearest police department immedi-
ately. Caller reported finding a tent on private prop-
erty on W. Commercial Street that someone appeared 
to be living in; deputies checked the tent, but nobody 
was home so they stated they would continue to try 
and make contact. John Stearns, a 58-year-old Day-
ton resident, was arrested on E. Richmond Avenue on 
suspicion of 4th degree assault, domestic violence. A 
13-year-old son allegedly pulled a knife on the caller 
on Rose Gulch Road and was later arrested on suspi-
cion of 2nd degree assault. Caller on S. 5th Street report-
ing harassing phone calls from his ex’s mother. Fraud-
ulent call reported by citizen on E. Tremont Avenue; 
someone was claiming to be the citizen’s grandson 
who had gotten in a wreck in Georgia and needed bail 
money. Hit and run without damage reported on E. 
Main Street; a light brown Dodge 4x4 failed to yield 
at the stop light and then drove on after striking the 
caller’s vehicle. Theft of a backpack from the Dayton 
Elementary School lunchroom. 

Mar. 21
Deputies assisted Fire District 3 on Rose Gulch 

Road with a possible structure fire. Assault reported 
on S. 3rd Street; report that one resident threw a TV re-
mote at another resident. Theft of sunglasses reported 
on W. Main Street.

Mar. 22
Deputies arrested Patrick McManamon, a 35-year-

old Dayton resident, on a Benton County warrant for 
failure to appear in court on an original charge of pos-
session of stolen property. 

{PG-13}

Fri, Mar. 27 - 7:30
Sat, Mar. 28 - 3 & 7:30
Sun, Mar. 29 - 3 & 7:30
Tues, Mar. 31 - 7:30

Coming Soon:

McFarland, USA

Black or White
{PG-13}

27: Pancake Bar; 
PB&J Uncrustable, Sun-
chips

30: Breakfast Sand-
wich; Chicken Patty on a 
Bun, JoJos

31: Biscuit & Gravy; 
Macaroni & Cheese

1: Muffin, Yogurt, 
Boiled Egg; Tater Tot 
Casserole, Roll

2:     Cook’s Choice

26
Waitsburg Resource 

Center
106 Preston Avenue
2-4 p.m.
The Center provides 

food and resources to 
families in the Waitsburg 
and Prescott School Dis-
tricts.

Dayton Senior Round 
Table

Senior Center (403 E. 
Patit St.)

12 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thurs-

days. Call 382-2836 to 
RSVP by the day prior.

Prescott School 
Board

Prescott High School 
Library

6 p.m.

Waitsburg City Coun-
cil

Lions Memorial 
Building (Fairgrounds)

7 p.m.

27
Easter Bake Sale
Dayton General Hos-

pital Lobby
9a.m. – noon
Dayton General Hos-

pital Auxiliary’s Easter 
fundraiser bake sale. Do-
nations of baked goods 
are welcome and should 
be delivered between 
8:30-9 a.m.

Soup for the Soul
Dayton First Christian 

Church (410 S. 3rd, Day-
ton) 5:30 p.m.

All are welcome to 
come and enjoy a free 
community sponsored 
dinner on the last Friday 
of each month. For more 
info. contact Judi Brooks 
at 382-4771. Transpor-
tation is available. For a 
ride call public transpor-
tation at 382-1647

28
The Last Resort’s 8th 

Annual Youth Turkey 
Event

The Last Resort/Blue 
Mtns KOA (2005 Tucan-
non Rd, Pomeroy)

9a.m. – 3 p.m.
Bring youth hunters 

for education, fun and 
food. Call (509) 843-1556 
to sign up.

American Legion 
Spring Bingo

Dayton Elementary 
Multipurpose Room

2-6 p.m. (Doors open 
at 1 p.m.)

Waitsburg & Dayton 
Proms

29
Praise Singing
Waitsburg Christian 

Church
7 p.m.

Depression and Bi-
polar Support Group

Dayton Public Library 
Delaney Room

7-8:30 p.m.

31
Dayton Library Story 

Time
Dayton Memorial Li-

brary
Baby & Toddler story-

time at 10 a.m. and Pre-
school storytime at 10:45. 

Prescott Library Sto-
ry Time 

Prescott Library
10:30 a.m.
Crafts and stories 

geared to preschool chil-
dren, but all ages are wel-
come.

Waitsburg Senior 
Round Table

Waitsburg Presbyteri-
an Church

11:30 a.m.
Join local seniors ev-

ery Tuesday for lunch. 
$4 suggested donation 
for those over 60. $7 
charge for guests under 
60. Meals on Wheels are 
available. Call 337-8541 
for more info.

Dayton Senior Round 
Table

Senior Center (403 E. 
Patit St.)

12 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thurs-

days. Call 382-2836 to 
RSVP by the day prior.

Weight Loss Support
Waitsburg Clinic 
5:30 p.m. 
Optional weigh-in at 

5:15 and an optional 30 
minute group walk fol-
lowing the meeting at 6 
p.m.

Summer Market In-
formational Meeting

Blue Mountain Sta-
tion  (700 Artisan Way, 
Dayton)

5:30 p.m.
The market is seek-

ing vendors for the 2015 
summer Artisan Market 
season. Please attend this 
meeting to learn more.

APRIL

1
APRIL FOOL’S DAY

Dayton Senior Round 
Table

Senior Center (403 E. 
Patit St.)

12 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thurs-

days. Call 382-2836 to 
RSVP by the day prior.
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A PROUD TRADITION
The Times was founded in 1878 by C.W. 
Wheeler and has been produced every 
week since then. It is one of the oldest 
newspapers in the state of Washington.

The Times is published weekly at 
139 Main Street, Waitsburg, Wash-
ington. Legal newspaper of Waits-
burg and of Walla Walla County. 
Phone: (509) 337-6631  Fax: (509) 
337-6045  Mailing Address: P.O. Box 
97, Waitsburg, WA 99361
The Times publishes news and 
information about Walla Walla 
and Columbia counties and their 
communities. The newspaper wel-
comes news tips and information 
about commmunity activities. An 
independent newspaper, The Times 
welcomes expressions of opinion 
and commentary in Letters to the 
Times column.
Periodical postage paid at Waitsburg, 
Wash. 99361.) USPS 630-120) Post-
master: Send address changes to The 
Times, Subscription Mailing Address, 
P.O. Box 97 Waitsburg, Wash., 99361. 
For address corrections send Form 
3579.

Annual subscription rates: Walla Walla 
and Columbia counties - $40, Other in-
state -$45, Out-of-state - $47. We take 
major credit cards

EMMA PHILBROOK: 
STUDENT LIFE

Letters  Welcome

The Times invites readers to share 
their thoughts on our Opinion 
Page. Letters to the Editor can be 

emailed to us at editor@waitsburgtimes.
com, or mailed to The Times at P.O. Box 
97, Waitsburg, WA 99361. Letters can 
also be hand-delivered to our office.

Letters should be no more than 400 
words long. All letters must be signed 
by the writer(s) using their actual name, 
and complete contact information 
for each writer, including address and 
phone number must be included.

We reserve the right to decline to 
publish any letter that we deem inap-
propriate for our readership.FIRE - PAGE 5

Co-Valid-Ick-
Tori-An
I was recently in-

formed that I am 
something called a 

“co-valedictorian.” This 
confuses me on multiple 
levels.

Take the word itself. 
That’s seven syllables, 
my friends. SEVEN. It’s like one of those 
Knowledge Bowl questions where they 
give you a complicated Latin word and 
you’re supposed to decipher it based on 
your knowledge of smaller Latin words.

So here goes nothing:
Co = Company. 
Valid = Authentic and useable, as 

with a coupon or passport.
Ick = An interjection expressing dis-

gust
Tori = A Colonist who supported the 

British during the Revolutionary War.
An = An indefinite article.
So that makes me an Anglophilic 

company with all its papers in order 
which produces an unsavory product 
while using indefinite articles on a fre-
quent basis.

Yeah, that’s not helping much.
Whatever a “co-valedictorian” is, 

it is apparently supposed to write a 
speech for the graduation ceremo-
ny on June 5. So far, I’ve been pretty 
short on ideas.  I did write a rather el-
oquent five-page toast to the virtues of 
the single-bar Knowledge Bowl buzzer, 
but the short-sighted commencement 
committee vetoed it, as it has “nothing 
to do with graduation, Waitsburg High 
School, or the Class of 2015.” As far as 
I’m concerned, that’s a matter of opin-
ion.

Maybe I could shake things up a bit. 
Speeches are passé – why, people have 
been speaking for as long as they’ve 
been talking! How about a nice co-vale-
dictorian tap dance? A few card tricks? 
Chainsaw juggling?

No, no, and no. The committee 
deemed that tap dancing was danger-
ous – “The podium isn’t very sturdy, 
and you would probably fall off.” Card 
tricks are apparently illegal – “When 
you pick a card, it could be construed 
as gambling, and we’d need a license for 
that.” And the juggling? “Chainsaws are 
orange and silver, and those aren’t our 
school colors.”

 I should probably mention that 
this commencement committee exists 
only inside my head. It’s nice to have a 
self-censor, especially for those ideas 
like reciting the Gettysburg Address in 
a bad Italian accent and trying to pass it 
off as motivational.

Being an Anglophilic company with 
all its papers in order which produces 
an unsavory product while using indef-
inite articles on a frequent basis is no 
simple feat. It takes blood, sweat, tears, 
sacrifice, and tons of column space. It 
isn’t always fun.

But I think we can all learn a terrific 
lesson from my difficulties here, folks:

Four-a score-a and-a seven-a 
years a-go-a, our-a fore-a fathers-a 
brought-a forth-a ponna thisa conti-
nenta (dramatic deep breath) A NEW-
A-NAY-A-SHUN! A-conceived-a-in-a-
lib-a-r-a-tee-a! (hand clapped to heart) 
And-a-ded-a-i-a-cay-a-ted-a to-a the-a 
PRO-A-PO-A-SI-TI-O-NI that-a ALL-A 
MEN-A (thrusting arms out) ARE-A 
CREATED-A-E-A-QUALL-A-RO-NI-A!

And also, double-barred buzzers are 
against the spirit of the game.

STATE’S LARGEST WILDFIRE 
CAPTURES LAWMAKERS’ 
ATTENTION; NEW 
BILL PASSES HOUSE 
UNANIMOUSLY

By Cooper Inveen
WNPA Olympia News Bureau
OLYMPIA—It’s been almost eight 

months since the largest wildfire in 
Washington’s history scorched the 
Methow Valley, and criticism over the 
official firefighting response by the 
state’s Department of Natural Resourc-
es continues to rage.   

What began with four individual fires 
quickly expanded into the 268,764-acre 
Carlton Complex fire. Over the course 
of a month, the fire engulfed more than 
300 homes and caused more than $65 
million in damages, according to the 
DNR. Many victims have filed lawsuits 
against the state for damages, charging 
that the department was negligent in its 
handling of the disaster. 

Along with uncharacteristically dry 
weather patterns, the DNR blames 
shortfalls in personnel and equipment 
for the fire’s exponential growth. Now 
lawmakers here are working to secure 
those resources locally so that no future 
wildfires have the chance to become 
behemoths like the Carlton Complex. 

Rep. Joel Kretz, R-Wauconda, part-
nered with Reps. Shelly Short, R-Addy, 
Brian Blake, D-Aberdeen, Vincent Buys, 
R-Lynden, and Cary Condotta, R-East 
Wenatchee, to sponsor HB 2093, which 
would alter the department’s wild-
fire-fighting policy in a number of ways. 
The measure passed unanimously out 
of the House, giving it a strong sendoff 
to the Senate.  

The bill would allow private citizens 
to enter onto private or public land to 
fight wildfires if they believe the fire 
poses an immediate danger and their 
efforts would stop or slow its spread. 
As long as the person obeys instruc-
tions given to them by firefighters at 
the scene or notifies the department of 
their actions, they would not be liable 
for any damage to the property. 

Mary Verner, the DNRs deputy su-
pervisor for resource protection, said 
this kind of help could range from 
someone pulling their car over to put 
out a small fire with a blanket to a farm-
er using heavy equipment to block the 
path of a much larger blaze. 

The department is currently autho-
rized to enter into agreements with lo-
cal residents who have equipment that 
could be used for fire suppression, like 
bulldozers, tractors and water sprayers. 
HB 2093 would require the department 
to compile and annually update a list of 
those resources and send it out to all lo-
cal emergency-response officials. 

Verner said the provision “requires 
a level of proactivity on DNR’s part” 
to seek out individuals who may not 
already have agreements with the de-
partment and then send the list to local 
officials.

The bill also requires state Land 
Commissioner Peter Goldmark to ap-
point a statewide wildfire liaison, who 
would represent the interests of local 
residents while firefighting is going 
on. The liaison would be responsible 
for knowing weather patterns in fire-
prone areas, local opinions of the de-

partment’s actions, and where local 
fire-fighting resources are located. A 
statewide wildfire advisory committee, 
headed by the liaison, would also be 
created to advise the commissioner on 
the department’s statewide firefighting 
activities. 

“What we’re looking for is a local 
component,” Kretz said. “We need 
someone right there who understands 
the local terrain, the weather condi-
tions on the ground, knows where lo-
cal resources are to assist DNR, and 
makes sure we’re getting the quickest 
response.”

The department has been repeat-
edly criticized for its initial response to 
the Carlton Complex fire. Some critics, 
including Kretz, say that bureaucracy 
made it difficult for some firefighters to 
get permission to do anything at all. 

“I think we’ve gotten to the point 
where the firefighting system has got-
ten to be so much of a bureaucracy—
going through channels and all sorts of 
things—that it slows down that initial 
response, which has got to be lightning 
fast,” Kretz said.

Firefighters responsible for subdu-
ing one of the initial fires near the Cou-
gar Flat campground north of Twisp 
were pulled out to fight another fire 
after requests for help were unsuccess-
ful. After two days of being deemed the 
lowest priority fire by the department, 
the Cougar Flat fire merged with two 
others and reached the town of Pateros 
just eight minutes after residents were 
warned of its approach.   

Verner said the four initial fires ex-
panded the way they did in part be-
cause all available resources were al-
ready spread around the state fighting 
other fires. 

“In the Carlton Complex you had 
an extremely challenging situation on 
a number of different fronts with cell 
towers going out, electricity going out, 
and a lot of resources out of the area,” 
she said. “The Carlton Complex does 
not yield itself to easy analysis, but cer-
tainly we’re always trying to do better, 
and we’ve heard from folks loud and 
clear that they want us to do our best to 
not let bureaucracy get in the way.”

More than 170 homeowners are su-
ing the state for damages after 65 orig-
inal claims were denied by the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. The agency 
says that because they made attempts 
to put the fire out, they could not be 
held liable for the damages. 

Alex Thomason, the Brewster attor-
ney behind the lawsuit, believes differ-
ently.  

“The department negligently re-
sponded to fires, failed to allocate re-
sources, hampered their own response 
times, refused access to other fire crews 
and turned the Forest Service away 
when a smokejumper wanted to get in-
volved,” he said. “This shouldn’t have 
happened and we have more than 30 
firefighters who are going to testify to 
that fact. We have literally hundreds of 
witnesses that are going to testify on 
DNR’s negligence.”

Jessica McCarthy, Kretz’s legislative 
aid and a Methow Valley resident, lost 
her home in the Carlton Complex fire. 
Her husband, Charlie, a professional 
smokejumper for the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice, watched one of the original four 
fires approach Twisp as he flew out to 
help fight a smaller fire in Idaho. 

When he called the fire in on Mon-
day, July 14, he was told to fly on be-

Fire Victims’ Ire

Dear Editor,
The family of Karen Huwe 

Mohney wish to express our ap-
preciation for the kindness, sup-
port, and messages of sympathy 
concerning the loss of our be-
loved wife and daughter, Karen. 

To all those who joined in the 
celebration of her life, we thank 
you. We especially want to thank 
Sandy Baker for the poignant and 
informative eulogy, The Rever-
end Bret Moser for leading the 
service and for his comfort and 
prayers, pianist Randy Pearson 
and soloist Bethany Moser for 
providing the special music, and 
all who shared either thoughts or 
memories about Karen, including 
The Rainbow girls - both past and 
present - and the Waitsburg High 
School Class of 1980.

The heartfelt outpouring of 
community support from our 
friends, Karen’s friends and our 
extended family was truly a testa-
ment to her kind and giving na-
ture. 

We sincerely thank you all 
for your cards, flowers, gener-
ous contributions to the Karen 
Mohney memorial scholarship 
fund and to the charities of your 
choice made in her name.  Also 
the tremendous amount of food, 
planning, and effort given for the 
reception following the service 
would have made her proud. 

Most importantly, we thank 
everyone who remembered Kar-
en in kindness and in prayer!

Our hearts are broken. We are 
not sure what we’re going to do 
without her.  We are thankful for 
the time we were able to spend 
with her.  Karen Will always be 
our hero, our inspiration. Thank 
you to all who helped us honor 
her memory.
Kelly Mohney, Meredith Huwe 
and family,
Waitsburg

Letter of Thanks 
In Time of Loss



Thursday March 26, 2015  - THE TIMES | 5

TOUCHET VALLEY NEWS
THE TIMES

THE TIMES

THE TIMES

FIRE - FROM PAGE 4

C O U R T  N E W S

cause others were already 
responding. Evacuations 
began the next day, and 
by Thursday the 45,000-
acre fire had engulfed 
nearly 168,000 acres, plus 
parts of the town of Pa-
teros.    

Jessica left for work 
that morning and due 
to highway closures 
couldn’t make it back 
until it was too late, al-
though she said she 
probably wouldn’t have 
wanted to be there any-
way. 

“When I came home 
there was nothing but 
foundation left of our 
place,” she said.

Art Nordang is one 
of those charging the 
department with negli-
gence. 

As a Methow Valley 
resident with a bull-
dozer and experience 
fighting wildfires in the 
area, Nordang was one 
of the Carlton Complex’s 
first responders. On his 
way home after working 
through the first night 
of the fire, he noticed a 
small fire on the opposite 
side of the Methow River 
and called it in to DNR. 

After watching other 
fires grow throughout the 
day and hearing no word 
about the fire he called 
in, Nordang decided to 
go investigate the small 
blaze on his own. By the 
time he got there, how-
ever, it was anything but 
small. 

“What had been bare-
ly more than a bonfire 
at 8 that morning had 
grown completely out of 
control, coming down 
river at a rapid rate,” he 
said. “I was absolutely fu-
rious. In my estimation, 
there was absolutely no 
reason in the world for 
that to have happened. 
You and I could have put 
that fire out when I first 
saw it.” 

By Thursday, Nor-
dang was defending his 
own property from what 
was now being called the 
Carlton Complex fire. 
But the Department of 
Natural Resources, he 
says, was no help at all in 
stopping it from reaching 
them. 

“DNR showed up for 
15 minutes scared out 
of their britches,” he 
said. “They wouldn’t talk 
about anything but when 
we were going to evacu-
ate.” 

Nordang says he sent 
the department workers 
further along the road 
to cut down a hazardous 
tree. They agreed to the 
task. But when he came 

to check their prog-
ress a few minutes later, 
they were nowhere to be 
found and the tree was 
still standing.  

“That kind of negli-
gence is near criminal, 
if you ask me,” Nordang 
said. The fire ended up 
burning down his cabin 
and wellhouse, as well as 
approximately 6,000 feet 
of fencing. 

Verner said she 
couldn’t comment on 
the actions of specific 
responders due to the 
pending litigation.

HB 2093 passed out 
of the House on March 
10 with a 97-0 vote. It is 
scheduled for a public 
hearing March 18 in the 
Senate Natural Resourc-
es and Parks Committee.

It would cost the de-
partment $538,000 per-
year to implement the 
policy changes. The de-
partment is also request-
ing an additional $4.5 
million from the Legis-
lature for five new fire 
crews and other firefight-
ing resources.

Columbia County Superior Court
First Appearance:
Desiree D. Klein, 36; entered not guilty plea on 

charges of possession of a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and three counts of endanger-
ment with a controlled substance. Klein was living 
with Monty N. Dunn at 721 S. 3rd Street in February 
where deputies served a search warrant and allegedly 
recovered drugs. Klein’s three children were also living 
in the home.

Sentencing:
Michael A. Cameron, 30; sentenced to 90 days fol-

lowing guilty plea on charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance (meth).

Trials Set:
William H. Richards, 45; charged in May with pos-

session of a stolen vehicle and obstructing a law en-
forcement officer. Trial: April 23.

Kari D. Hecker, 37; charged in September with 
possession of a controlled substance (meth) and two 
counts of endangerment with a controlled substance. 
Trial: April 23.

Monty N. Dunn, 50; charged in February with five 
counts of delivery of meth (and selling within 1,000 
feet of school grounds), possession of meth, posses-
sion of legend (prescription) drugs without a prescrip-
tion and endangerment with a controlled substance. 
Trial: April 22.

Marshall Hernandez, 54; charged in January with 
arson, reckless burning, and possession of stolen 
property. Trial: April 22

Anthony J. Nieto Sr., 55; charged in November with 
1st degree assault. Trial: May 27.

Delores L. Elder, 50; charged in June with posses-
sion of methamphetamine with intent to manufac-
ture or deliver, possession of a controlled substance 
(meth), and use of drug paraphernalia. Trial: June 10.

Nicholas A. Beard, 25; charged in October with at-
tempting to allude, reckless driving, and DUI. Trial: 
June 10.

Levi W. Helgerson, 25; charged in February 2014 
with 1st degree assault of a child. Trial: Aug. 24.

James F. Hauff, 39; charged in February with assault 
2nd strangulation – domestic violence, unlawful im-
prisonment – DV, and assault 2nd for reckless infliction 
of substantial bodily harm – DV. Trial: Sept. 8.

DAYTON – Robert 
E. Bridwell, 65, of Day-
ton, was sentenced to 
41 months in prison last 
week in Columbia Coun-
ty Superior Court after 
pleading guilty to sexual 
exploitation of a minor, a 
Class B felony. 

Bridwell was arrested 
on Sept. 16, 2013, at his 
home in Country Village 
Courts after a lengthy 
investigation led the Co-
lumbia County Sheriff’s 
Office to suspect he was 
guilty of misconduct 

with at 
l e a s t 
one un-
d e r a g e 
female. 

H e 
w a s 
charged 
with 35 felonies upon his 
arrest, including sexual 
exploitation of a minor, 
dealing in depictions of 
a minor engaged in sexu-
ally explicit conduct and 
possessing depictions of 
minors engaged in sex-
ually explicit conduct. 
Bridwell’s plea agree-
ment, entered approx-

imately six weeks ago, 
included the dismissal of 
34 of these charges.

The sentence of near-
ly three and a half years is 
at the top of the sentenc-
ing range, according to 
Columbia County Pros-
ecutor Rea Culwell. “We 
do believe the crimes all 
involved the same vic-
tim,” Culwell said. “She 
was under 18 years of 
age. He photographed 
her engaged in sexual-
ly explicit acts, but we 
found no evidence that 
he put these photos on 
the Internet or gave them 

to anyone else.”
Sex offenders are 

evaluated upon release 
from prison to determine 
their registration level. In 
addition to the legal re-
quirement to register as 
a sex offender, Bridwell 
will be released from in-
carceration into commu-
nity custody. The terms 
of his release will include 
that he agree to submit to 
a lie detector test when 
requested by DOC, that 
he not consume any al-
cohol, and that he have 
no contact with children 
age 17 or younger.

DAYTON – Sixty-
eight-year-old Robert G. 
Klingenstein, of Dayton, 
will serve six months in 
the Columbia County Jail 
after pleading guilty in 
January to possession of 
marijuana with intent to 
manufacture or deliver, a 
Class C felony. 

His sentence, which 
was within the stan-
dard range of zero to six 

m o n t h s 
for this 
type of-
f e n s e , 
w a s 
h a n d -
ed down 
by Co-
lumbia County Superior 
Court Judge Scott Gallina 
last week.

Sentencing was de-
layed for several weeks 
while Klingenstein at-
tempted to find inpatient 

treatment for his drug ad-
diction rather than serv-
ing time in jail, accord-
ing to Columbia County 
Prosecutor Rea Culwell. 
Klingenstein told the 
judge last Wednesday, 
however, that he was un-
able to find treatment; 
his age precluded him 
from the Salvation Army 
program in which he had 
hoped to participate.

Klingenstein was ar-
rested Oct. 7 after Co-

lumbia County Sheriff’s 
deputies found 117 mar-
ijuana plants growing in 
a garden outside and in 
two grow rooms inside 
the home as well as more 
than 30 pounds of pack-
aged marijuana, well 
over the amount allowed 
for the three medical 
marijuana cards Klingen-
stein showed deputies at 
the time of the search.

DAYTON – John 
Garrett Waltermire, 24, 
pleaded not guilty last 
week to all charges asso-
ciated with the March 2 
break-in at Inland Cellu-
lar in downtown Dayton. 
He was arrested March 
7 after a short foot pur-
suit by Columbia Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies and 
Washington State Patrol 
troopers.

The Dayton man was 
arraigned last Wednes-
day in Columbia County 
Superior Court on the 
charges of second-de-
gree burglary, a Class B 
felony; second-degree 

theft, a 
Class C 
f e l o n y ; 
m a l i -
c i o u s 
m i s -
c h i e f , 
a gross 
m i s d e -
meanor; and resisting 
arrest, a misdemeanor. 
He is accused of forcibly 
entering the Inland Cel-
lular store before dawn 
on March 2 and taking 
several electronic items. 

Also while in court 
last week, Waltermire en-
tered a guilty plea on two 
unrelated charges from 
last year including pos-
session of a controlled 

substance (metham-
phetamine), a Class C 
felony, and second-de-
gree burglary, a Class B 
felony. The drug charge 
was filed after Waltermire 
was arrested on Dec. 25, 
2014; the burglary charge 
was for breaking in to the 
Dayton city dog pound 
and removing a dog ear-
lier in 2014. 

He will serve a total 
of five months in the Co-
lumbia County Jail for 
these two crimes; three 
months for the drug of-
fense and two months 
for the burglary offense. 
A trial date has not yet 
been set for the new 
charges.

Bridwell Sentenced on Sex Offense

Klingenstein Will Serve Six Months for Drugs

Waltermire Pleads Not Guilty in Burglary 

Store open 7 days per week @ 9am
Restaurant open Tue-Sun @ 11am
Hours to be expanded soon.  Call for info
40% Off Tackle Sale in Progress!

THANK 
YOU FOR 
READING
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Columbia County’s newest public defender, Rachel 
Cortez, has been awarded the county contract 
recently held by Dale Slack, who has now joined the 
prosecutor’s office.

Times file photo

The Smith Hollow School, moved to its location on 
East Commercial and North Front streets in Dayton 
in 2010, last served as a school in 1933. Now the Blue 
Mountain Heritage Society operates it as a museum.

YOUNG ATTORNEY WAS AN ASSOCIATE 
IN SLACK’S DAYTON OFFICE, NOW 
STRIKING OUT ON HER OWN

DAYTON – Rachel Cortez may be new to Colum-
bia County and her profession in public defense, but 
she’s determined, she loves her new home, and she’s 
known for nearly 20 years that she wants to dedicate 
her life to just such a job.

Effective April 1, former public defender Dale 
Slack will join the Columbia County Prosecutor’s 
office as deputy prosecutor. And although Cortez, 
who is 29, just arrived in Dayton as Slack’s associate 
in January of last year – she will take Slack’s place as 
the county’s second public defense attorney.

“We are glad to have you on board because you’re 
here and already working, which makes it easier on 
us,” Columbia County Commissioner Dwight Ro-
banske told Cortez last Wednesday, when the com-
missioners agreed to allow Cortez to pick up Slack’s 
old contract with the county for indigent defense. 
“And we want you to stay. We want good attorneys in 
Columbia County.”

Cortez has handled half of all the misdemean-
or, or district court, cases in Columbia County for 
a little over a year. The job in Slack’s law office was 
her first as an attorney and recent graduate of the 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School in Michigan. She 
worked previously, as an intern, handling misde-
meanor cases for a firm in King County.

Now she will also take a half-share of the felony, 
or superior court, cases. Julie Karl, the local defense 
attorney who worked for many years in the coun-
ty prosecutor’s office, handles the other half of the 
county’s district and superior court indigent de-
fense cases.

“I really like it here, and I really want to stay,” 
Cortez said. She had a moment of fear when Slack 
said he was leaving his own firm to join the pros-
ecutor’s office. “I’ve never, in all of my dreams, in 
everything I’ve wanted to be, I’ve never, ever, ever 
wanted to run my own office. But the opportunity 
came around… It’s a challenge, but I’m good at roll-
ing with the changes and going with the challenges, 
so I’m confident I can make it happen.”

Cortez is not experienced enough to legally 
take felony cases to trial, although she is just about 
qualified to handle Class C felonies. Irving Rosen-
berg, a veteran Walla Walla attorney, has promised 
to co-chair any felony trials with her, however, un-
til she has enough under her belt to work them on 
her own. She can do everything involved in a felony 
case – paperwork, filings, court appearances, and 
any plea agreements – just not defend them in court 
on her own yet.

“I feel like I’ve been well prepared,” Cortez said. 
“And the great thing is that I’m getting wonderful 
support from all the attorneys around me. They’ve 
all told me that I can ask them questions. They’re 

not going to let me drown. They’re not going to let 
me fail. So that is great.”

The young attorney has other contracts aside 
from the one just approved in Columbia Coun-
ty. She handles court-appointed defense in nearly 
all the district court cases in College Place and has 
a portion of the district court cases in Walla Walla 
County.

Cortez, a Spokane native, comes from a long line 
of Washington State Patrol troopers and employees. 
Her father was a trooper, and both her parents have 
supported her fully in her pursuit of a law degree, 
despite her life-long dream of being a criminal de-
fense attorney. 

“I think they’ve remained hopeful that they’ll 
convert me,” she quipped. “But I want to be the reb-
el. I tell them it’s job security. They arrest them, I re-
lease them; they arrest them, I release them. I don’t 
understand their problem.”

She has known she wanted to be an attorney 
since she was six and decided as a 7th grader to pur-
sue criminal defense as a career, after watching an 
inspirational documentary about a female defense 
lawyer.

“I just always wanted to do public defense,” she 
said. “I really never looked in any other area of law. 
This is what I’ve wanted to do. And I don’t know 
what 6 year old knows they want to major in crimi-
nal justice, and I don’t know what 7th grader knows 
they’re going to be public defender, but that’s what I 
did. And I stuck with that path.”

Cortez took over the office at 303 E. Main Street 
in Dayton – now called the Law Office of Rachel 
Cortez – at the end of March. Slack’s legal assistant, 
Marilyn Putney, has stayed on to work with Cortez. 

Volunteers interested in becoming 
docents are encouraged to apply

DAYTON – The March-December museum season 
is underway for Dayton’s Smith Hollow School and the 
Palus Museum, but both are suffering the loss of local 
advocate Elizabeth Thorn, who passed away in Febru-
ary. Thorn helped make both local museums possible.

“Elizabeth is missed, but we carry on,” said friend 
and fellow history lover Diane Longanecker. Howev-
er, with Thorn gone the museums now lack a cadre of 
docents to fill all the shifts. Longanecker said the Blue 
Mountain Heritage Society is having to cut back on 
the hours that the Smith Hollow School and the Palus 
Museum will be open. 

“Elizabeth had a passion for teaching folks about 
our area’s past,” Longanecker said. “As a docent, she 
herself filled 50 percent of the shifts at the museums. 
She served as a great ambassador, welcoming visitors 
to our community and sharing with them facts about 
our area’s history.”

The society is working now to find people who will 
serve as local museum docents. Rose Engelbrite, who 
worked closely with Elizabeth managing the muse-
ums, is searching for people who might be interested 
in being trained to become museum docents them-
selves.

Local resident Dallas Dickinson, who became a 
docent shortly after the Smith Hollow School opened, 
shared that being a docent is an interesting and re-
warding experience. “It’s an opportunity to learn more 
about our area’s history,” she said, “and then share 
that knowledge and welcome folks from all over who 
come to visit Dayton.”

To find out more or to put your name in for this op-
portunity, contact Engelbrite at (509) 337-8875 or the 
Palus Museum at (509) 382-4820.

Dayton schools, 
hospital benefit

DAYTON – Dayton 
School District and the 
Columbia County Health 
District each received 
$77,000 this month from 
the William W. and Jessie 
B. Day Charitable Trust. 
Representatives from the 
U.S. Trust Bank of Amer-
ica presented the checks, 
along with an update on 
the status of the Day Es-
tate farming operation 
and the trust’s invest-
ment portfolio, to school 
and hospital directors at 
an annual luncheon on 
March 10.

“It’s a little higher 
than we budgeted for,” 
Dayton Superintendent 
Doug Johnson said at 
the district board meet-
ing last week. He also 
expressed appreciation 
for the funding and the 
foresight of the Day fami-
ly. “Not very many school 
districts or hospitals re-
ceive money from one 

of the founding families 
of their community. We 
have talked about it, and 
in the next few years we 
hope to make an effort 
to connect the students 
more with the Day fam-
ily and the history of the 
community.” 

The trust is valued 
at approximately $3.2 
million, including $1.96 
million in real estate. The 
Day Trust Farm, which is 
located off Upper Whet-
stone Road, had a net 
income of $127,849 this 
past year with its harvest 
of wheat, peas and bar-
ley. And the farm itself is 
appreciating in value, up 
from $1.3 million in 2006 
to $1.9 million in 2013. 
It was previously man-
aged by Steve and Phyl-
lis Schreck, who have 
recently retired; the new 
tenants are Clay and Ra-
chel Hutchens. 

Johnson said the 
board has spoken with 
Clay Hutchens, who is a 
Dayton High alumnus, 
about also connecting 
the students more with 
the estate by having him 
speak in science class-
es about agriculture and 
managing a farm. 

Cortez Awarded Public Defense Contract

Founding Family 
Continues Support

Loss Leaves Many Local 
Museums  Short-handed
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HASA raises funds for 
supplies, increases 
involvement through social 
media 

WAITSBURG – Waitsburg’s Home and 
School Association (HASA) has increased 
its efforts to support Waitsburg’s schools 
and build community this school year. 
Last week’s annual school carnival is just 
one example of how HASA is working to 
ease parents’ burdens. Proceeds from the 
event will be used to purchase school sup-
plies for students for the 2015-16 school 
year.

HASA secretary and second-grade 
teacher Deanna Coulston is pleased with 
the changes HASA has made this year. She 
said the group has a new slate of officers 
and has made a point of holding regular 
monthly meetings. 

“We are using social media to get more 
people involved and I think it’s working,” 
said Coulston. “I personally feel it is so 
important to nurture a closer relation-
ship between parents and the school. I 
want parents to feel more connected to 
the school and what is going on in their 
child’s educational career.”

This year’s HASA officers are: Jamie 
Gleason, president; Danika Hankins, vice 
president; Lisa Morrow, treasurer; Coul-
ston, secretary. The group spent the last 
few meetings nailing down the mission 
statement which is posted on the Waits-
burg Home and School Association Face-
book page. 

The mission reads: The Waitsburg 
Home and School Association exists so 
parents and faculty can work together on 
behalf and in support of the school. The 
Waitsburg Home and School Association 
also seeks to create and enrich a sense of 
community and school family.

Coulston said that, in past years, the 
group would meet only a few times a year 
to plan fundraising events. By meeting 
more regularly, they hope to garner more 
input and create a stronger sense of com-
munity. 

HASA meets the first Tuesday of each 
month and everyone – not just parents 
and teachers -- is welcome. “Everyone in 
our community touches the lives of our 
children in some way or another. We en-
courage parents of children of any age, 
school staff in any role, and community 
members of all ages to come and be a part 
of our group. Each of us has unique tal-
ents that we can use to benefit the edu-
cation of the children in our district,” said 
Coulston.

Coulston said Morrow was instrumen-
tal in helping the group decide on the goal 
of purchasing next year’s school supplies 
and has been working to create a master 
list of supplies. “From now through sum-
mer, we will be purchasing all the supplies 
our students will need. There will be no 
burden on families!” said Coulston. Glea-
son said the carnival – the group’s largest 
fundraising effort - netted approximately 
$1,300 to go toward purchasing supplies.

With the carnival over, HASA is already 
looking toward their next event – coordi-
nating with Dayton for a Father/Daugh-
ter dance. Dayton PTSA members were 
invited to the February HASA meeting to 
discuss ideas for the joint event. “We are 
excited to join with Dayton and expand 
our community,” said Coulston. “We 
have heard input from many community 
members wanting something for mothers 
and sons so we are already brainstorming 
ideas for a Mother/Son event next year,” 
she added.

Coulston said she would love to see 
even more parents involved both in the 
group and in the school. HASA’s next 
meeting will take place on April 7 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Waitsburg Elementary School 
library. You can receive updates online 
by following the group’s Waitsburg Home 
and School Association page on Face-
book.

 

Home and School Assoc. Defines Mission

Photos by Dena Wood

Waitsburg’s Home and School Association held its annual school carnival on 
March 20 and  raised approximately $1,300 to go toward purchasing school 
supplies for Waitsburg Elementary students for the 2015-16 school year.
Top: You’re never too old for face paint! Troy Anderson (l) paints a lovely flow-
er on Dylan Knowles’ cheek.
Above left: Little Kaitlyn Paul is all dressed up and ready to enjoy the fun!
Above right: Gabe Kiefel offers some helpful advice on spinning to win. 
(l to r) Josh Reser, Julio Mercado, Liam Kiefel and Gabe Kiefel.

By Dena Wood  |  THE TIMES

SHERIFF TALKS GANGS, 
DRUGS, TRAFFIC AND 
BURGLARY
DURING ROUND TABLE, WW CO. 
SHERIFF JOHN TURNER SAYS BEING 
PROACTIVE IS KEY

WAITSBURG – A half-dozen community mem-
bers showed up to ask questions and hear updates 
from Walla Walla County Sheriff John Turner and 
Deputy Gerrod Martin at the March 19 Sheriff’s 
Round Table, in the Waitsburg Elementary School 
library. Turner presented updates on contract 
hours and crime rates and touched on the topics 
of drugs, gangs, burglary tips and traffic safety. 

Turner said the city of Waitsburg has contract-
ed with the Walla Walla County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for a minimum of 4.2 hours of patrol service 
per day. A chart tracked patrol hours at 573 hours 
above the hours contracted for 2014. 

“We don’t stop patrolling Waitsburg just be-
cause we reach our contracted amount,” said 
Turner. As of Jan. 31, 2015 the chart showed 63.5 
hours above the contracted rate for 2015.

Turner said the Walla Walla Valley Strategic 
Gang Initiative, with local enforcement agencies 
working together on zero tolerance for gangs, is 
still ongoing. A $23,000 grant has allowed for the 
hire of a consultant and architecture firm to de-
sign the Clearinghouse for Hope to be located 
at the Health Center right next to Lincoln High 
School. The two-story building will provide walk-
in services for tutoring, health and social services 
on the first floor with a youth hostel on the second 
floor. 

“No more couch surfing and homelessness. 
That will be a game changer. My experience is that 
there is not a lack of social services but it’s getting 
people who need the services hooked up with the 
right people,” said Turner.  

Turner said he has regular conversations in-
dicating that people don’t realize how serious the 
drug problem is in our communities. Walla Walla 
County 2014 statistics show 22 cases where drugs 
were directly related to the cause of death and five 
cases where 

Waitsburg Welcomes Wyatt “Home”

ROUND TABLE - PAGE 11

MATTHEW WYATT SHARES 
TESTIMONY WITH 
HOMETOWN FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY

WAITSBURG – Former Waitsburg 
resident Matthew Wyatt shared his 
heartfelt testimony before a full house 
of friends and family at the Christian 
Church in Waitsburg on March 22. Wy-
att, joined by wife Krystal and daugh-
ter Mikaila, traveled from Lincoln, Ca-
lif. where he now pastors part-time at 
The Ridge Church, specifically to share 
his story of struggle and redemption.

Wyatt, a ’98 Waitsburg High School 
graduate, grew up in a devoted Mor-
mon family and said his childhood 
was “the best anyone could ask for.” 
He said he and his brother, Eric, were 
“famous in our own minds” and would 
check the Marshal’s Memos weekly 
to see if any of their shenanigans had 
made the paper. 

The family lived on West 3rd Street, across from the 
fire station, and Wyatt recalled that he and his broth-
er would hit golf balls from their yard onto the metal 
roof of the fire station during monthly fire meetings, 
then run and hide as they watched the firemen run 
out to see what was going on.  “I apologize to anyone 
here that may have affected,” he said, laughing. 

Wyatt asked if any of his former teachers were in 
the audience and several hands were raised. “I just 
want to let you know that the bell doesn’t dismiss you 
– I do. I’ve waited 17 years to say that!” he said. 

Levity aside, Wyatt shared that he struggled deeply 
with his faith when it came time for him to go on the 
two-year mission trip expected of males in the Mor-
mon Church. He chose to forgo the mission and mar-
ried his wife Krystal in 2000.  Wyatt described the birth 
of his daughter and the struggle both he and Krystal 
went through to find their Christian faith. The couple 
lived in Walla Walla and, for a brief time, life was good.

An on-the-job injury resulted in Wyatt’s addiction 
to pain medications; a habit that started at eight pills 

a day and progressed to 80 to 100 pills a day. That 
addiction resulted in six overdoses, multiple arrests, 
“thousands and thousands” of dollars lost and the 
devastation of his immediate and extended family. 
Wyatt shared story after story of his desperation and 
the effect it had on those he loved. “Addiction be-
comes larger then yourself. It’s a full time job,” he said.

At age 28, Wyatt was preparing to take his life when 
he was interrupted by his wife who was supposed to 
be gone overnight. That event finally led him to rehab 
and set him on the path to restoration. Wyatt credits 
God with saving him and credits his wife for her years 
of unflagging commitment and forgiveness. He says 
the message that saved him is the same one that can 
save our communities.

“’I am not giving up on you’ needs to be the battle 
cry of the community. A community can be changed 
by forgiveness and people refusing to give up on one 
another,” he said. Wyatt urged the audience to reach 
out to those around them. “People are starving for the 
greatness of God,” he said.

Photo by Dena Wood

Matthew Wyatt (r) was joined by daughter, Mikaila (r) and wife Krystal 
(center) following an emotional testimony at the Waitsburg Christian 
Church on Sunday night.



8 | THE TIMES - Thursday March 26, 2015

SPORTS

DAYTON - PAGE 12

By Ken Graham  |  THE TIMES

By Ken Graham  |  THE TIMES

By Ken Graham  |  THE TIMES

Times File Photo

WP’s Kyle Gradwohl takes a mighty swing during a game last year.

Photo by Ken Graham

Dayton pitcher Savannah McFarland delivers to the plate during Saturday’s first 
game against Colton.

Buck Track Classic
 March 19, 2015

WP Girls’ Results
Place Grade Name           Time/Dist.

100 Meters - Varsity - Finals
17. 11 Perla Xolio 14.26a

 200 Meters - Varsity - Finals
8. 10 Emily Adams 29.82a
23. 11 Perla Xolio 31.63a

 1500 Meters - Varsity - Finals
5. 10 Emily Adams 5:27.5

 Shot Put - 4kg - Varsity - Finals
47. 11 Caitlyn Jones 19-01
 
Discus - 1kg - Varsity - Finals
46. 11 Caitlyn Jones 48-10

 Long Jump - Varsity - Finals
8. 10 Emily Adams 14-05

 Triple Jump - Varsity - Finals
4. 10 Emily Adams 30-04

WP Boys’ Results
100 Meters - Varsity - Finals
5. 10 Travis Crocket 11.85a
31. 10 Joe Leamy 12.72a

 200 Meters - Varsity - Finals
5. 10 Travis Crocket 25.10a
29. 10 Joe Leamy 26.76a
44. 11 Alex Pietrzyk 27.75a

 400 Meters - Varsity - Finals
14. 12 Tyler Shafer 58.22a
24. 11 Alex Pietrzyk 
1:01.43a
37. 11 Kenny Miles 
1:04.99a

 800 Meters - Varsity - Finals
12. 11 Tewedros McDowell 
2:14.86
27. 12 Paulo Martinez 
2:33.59

 1500 Meters - Varsity - Finals
23. 10 Randol Marquez 
5:05.33
25. 10 Skylar Wood 
5:14.42
35. 9 Tom House 
5:55.80

 3000 Meters - Varsity - Finals
21. 9 Tom House 
12:48.85

Place Grade Name           Time/Dist.

 110m Hurdles - 39” - Varsity - Finals
4. 12 Owen Lanning 18.11a
6. 10 TJ Morrison 19.83a
12. 10 Cameron Terry 22.21a

 300m Hurdles - 36” - Varsity - Finals
2. 12 Owen Lanning 44.77a
15. 10 Nicolas Kitselman 52.12a
18. 10 TJ Morrison 53.59a
19. 10 Cameron Terry 55.20a
21. 10 Devin Newman 57.32a

 4x100 Relay - Varsity - Finals
9.  Joe Leamy
  Tyler Shafer
  Travis Crocket
  Kenny Miles 48.04a

 4x400 Relay - Varsity - Finals
9.  Paulo Martinez
  Landon Callis
  Randol Marquez
  Tewedros McDowell 4:07.9

13.  Joe Leamy
  Nicolas Kitselman
  Devin Newman
  TJ Morrison 4:22.6

 Shot Put - 12lb - Varsity - Finals
8. 11 Mark Montgomery 38-02.5
10. 11 Zion Branson 37-01
25. 10 Laramie Mathews 31-04

 Discus - 1.6kg - Varsity - Finals
9. 11 Zion Branson 106-02
10. 11 Mark Montgomery 103-04
31. 10 Dylan Knowles 75-10

 Javelin - 800g - Varsity - Finals
10. 11 Brandon Penner 124-11
12. 12 Tyler Shafer 122-00
20. 10 David Just 109-11

 High Jump - Varsity - Finals
5. 10 Travis Crocket 5-06
7. 10 Landon Callis 5-04
7. 10 Andre Potts 5-04

 Long Jump - Varsity - Finals
2. 12 Owen Lanning 19-05.
22. 10 Landon Callis 17-04.
31. 11 Alex Pietrzyk 16-06.
45. 10 David Just 15-01.

 Triple Jump - Varsity - Finals
1. 12 Owen Lanning 41-06.5
17. 10 Nicolas Kitselman 34-00.
24. 10 David Just 32-03.
 10 Andre Potts ND

WP SENIOR TAKES SECOND 
IN LJ, 300M HURDLES; 
ADAMS FINISHES HIGH IN 
FOUR EVENTS

PENDLETON – WP senior Owen 
Lanning had a stellar day at the Buck 
Track Classic meet in Pendleton last 
week, taking first place in the triple 
jump and second in the long jump and 
300 meter hurdles. Lanning was also 
fourth in the 110 meter hurdles.

The large meet here included teams 
from fifteen northeast Oregon schools, 
from 1A to 5A, as well as three 2B schools 
(WP, College Place and Walla Walla Val-
ley Academy), and one 1A school (Co-
lumbia-Burbank) from Washington.

Lanning’s winning triple jump of 41 
feet, 6.5 inches, was nearly three feet 
longer than the second-place finisher, 
and about six inches shy of his personal 
record. In the long jump, Lanning’s leap 
of 19’5”, was a personal best, and was 
eight inches short of the winning jump 
by Tyler McCabe, of Hermiston.

In the 300 meter hurdles, Lanning’s 
time of 44.77 seconds was bested only 
by a stellar performance by Tristin 
Warne, of Mac-Hi, of 41.94 seconds. 
Lanning’s 110 meter time was 18.11 
seconds in a race also won by Warne 
in 15.43 seconds. WP’s TJ Morrison fin-
ished sixth in that event, with a time of 
19.83 seconds.

On the girls’ side, sophomore Emily 
Adams finished in the top eight in all 
four of her events, including fourth in 
the triple jump and fifth in the 1500 me-
ter run. She was also eighth in the 200 
meters and the long jump.

“Owen and Emily will be forces in 
our league,” said WP coach Jeff Bartlow.  
“[Lanning] is in fine form and worked 
in the offseason very hard.  And, so did 
Emily.”

The Cardinal boys also got strong 
performances from sophomore sprint-
er Travis Crockett, who finished fifth 
in both the 100 meter and 200 meter 
sprints. Crockett also finished fifth in 
the high jump, with a leap of 5 feet, six 
inches.

Also in the high jump, WP’s Landon 
Callas and Andre Potts also put in 
strong performances, tying for seventh 
with jumps of 5’4”.

In throwing events, juniors Mark 
Montgomery and Zion Branson got 

Lanning Wins TJ at Pendleton Meet
top-ten finishes in both the shot put 
and discus. Junior Brandon Penner was 
tenth in the javelin, and Tyler Shafer 
was 12th.

Bartlow said he is optimistic about 
Adams’ prospects for the year. “Emi-
ly has the endurance and the speed to 

mix a lot of events together in a meet.   
She got a school record in the 1500 and 
will end up with some other school re-
cords here this year.  Right now she has 
her sights set on the 800 and trying to 
qualify for the Pasco Invite.”

Photo by Pam Alexenko

WP hurdler Owen Lanning shows great form at the Buck Track Classic in Pendleton 
last week. To his left is teammate TJ Morrison.

Good pitching allows 
WP to come back in late 
innings after early plate 
struggles

RICHLAND - After falling behind 
4-0 in the third inning, the Waits-
burg-Prescott baseball team got their 
bats going and came back to defeat 
Liberty Christian, 12-5, in a game here 
Friday.

Pitchers Talen Larsen, Kyle Grad-
wohl and Jacob Dunn combined to give 
up five runs on seven hits. Gradwohl 
got the win. The three pitchers got a to-
tal of ten strikeouts.

The Tigers struggled at the plate all 
game, stranding eight runners. But they 
took advantage of late-inning pitching 
struggles by the Patriots and scored 
nine runs in the final two frames.

“Our pitching today was outstand-
ing,” said WP Coach Dustin Snedigar. “A 
great effort by all three (Larsen, Grad-
wohl and Dunn).

“Timing with our hitters at the plate 
today was out of synch,” he added. “We 
left too many runners stranded.”

The Tigers were scheduled to host 
Mac-Hi Tuesday, but the game was 
postponed due to wet conditions. It is 
rescheduled for Thursday at 4 p.m.
WP 12, Liberty Christian 5
WP 0 0  0  1  2  7  2   12  6  3
LC  1  0  3  0  1  0  0     5  7  0

Pitching- WP – Talen Larsen, Kyle 
Gradwohl 4, Jacob Dunn 6, and Jacob 
Dunn, Kyle Gradwohl 6

Win – Kyle Gradwohl (1-0)
Liberty Christian – Godwin, Davis 3, 

Daniels 6 and Hansen
Hits- WP – Talen Larsen 1-2 2BB, 

2 runs, Kyle Gradwohl 1-3 RBI, Jacob 
Dunn 1-3, Mike Grant 1-5

Liberty Christian – Eder 2-4, Godwin 
2-4

TIGERS CRUISE PAST LC, 12-5

BIG COMEBACK IN FIRST 
GAME LEADS TO WALK-OFF 
WIN, 12-11; DAYTON FALLS 
15-10 IN SECOND GAME

DAYTON – The Dayton softball team 
scored four runs in the bottom of the 
seventh and final inning to cap a big 
comeback and beat Colton in the first 
game of a Saturday double-header, 12-
11.

After giving up nine runs in the first 
two innings, the Dayton girls chipped 
away at the Colton lead, scoring two 
runs in each of the first three innings 

and one run each in the fourth and 
sixth. Trailing 11-8 going into the bot-
tom of the seventh, Dayton got the runs 
they needed.

Taylor Frame hit a two-run single 
to tie the game. Then, Madison Mings 
singled and Hanna Becker was hit by a 
pitch, to load the bases. A hard ground-
er to short by Savannah McFarland was 
mishandled, and Frame scored the 
winning run.

“We had some jitters going into Sat-
urday’s games, committing seven errors 
in the first two innings,” said Dayton 
assistant coach Desirae Jones.  “Colton 
jumped out to a five-run lead in the first 
inning and we had to play catch-up for 
the rest of the game.”

In the second game, Colton again 
took an early lead, and again the Lady 

Lady Bulldogs Split 
with Colton
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Alexenko 
Receives EWU 
Scholarship

CHENEY – WHS senior 
Luke Gales-Alexenko re-
cently received a $3,000 
Presidential Scholarship 
to Eastern Washington 
University for the 2015-16 
academic year. Alexenko 
is the son of Larry and 
Pam Alexenko and plans 
to major in education. To 
qualify for the Presiden-
tial Scholarsip, students 
must have a cumulative 
high school GPA of 3.8 or 
higher or receive 1250 or 
higher on the SAT or 28 or 
higher on the ACT.

Mud Tourney at 
TVGC

DAYTON – Dayton’s 
Touchet Valley Golf 
Course will hold its an-
nual Mud Tournament 
on April 4 at 9 a.m. The 
tournament will feature 
two-member teams play-
ing 27 holes, with a differ-
ent format for each nine 
holes. For more informa-
tion, contact Columbia 
County Parks and Recre-
ation at (509) 382-4321.

Dayton Girls’ Results
Place Grade Name            Time/Dist.

100 Meters - Varsity - Finals
1. 12 Kaitlyn Andrews 13.3
10. 11 Carissa Price 13.9
17. 11 Angela Mascall 14.4
37. 10 Alexus Wanlarbkam 15.9

 200 Meters - Varsity - Finals
10. 11 Angela Mascall 29.4
31. 12 Keelin Hovrud 38.1

 800 Meters - Varsity - Finals
9. 10 Kianna Price 2:55.5

 1600 Meters - Varsity - Finals
14. 11 Angie Dedloff 7:27

 4x100 Relay - Varsity - Finals
4.  Angie Dedloff
  Angela Mascall
  Carissa Price
  Alexus Wanlarbkam 58.5

 Shot Put - 4kg - Varsity - Finals
27. 10 Allyson Warner 18’9.75
28. 10 Emily McFarland 18’8.5

 Discus - 1kg - Varsity - Finals
22. 11 Angie Dedloff 57’4
32. 10 Allyson Warner 49’
33. 12 Keelin Hovrud 48’10
38. 10 Amber Johnson 44’5
42. 10 Emily McFarland 33’7

 Javelin - 600g - Varsity - Finals
1. 12 Kaitlyn Andrews 126’3
25. 10 Emily McFarland 56’10
32. 10 Amber Johnson 50’
33. 12 Keelin Hovrud 49’10

 Long Jump - Varsity - Finals
1. 12 Kaitlyn Andrews 16’00
10. 11 Carissa Price 13’04
20. 10 Alexus Wanlarbkam 12’03

Dayton Boys’ Results
100 Meters - Varsity - Finals
52. 12 Tyler Cooper 13.2

 200 Meters - Varsity - Finals
34. 12 Tyler Cooper 27.4
45. 9 Colton Johnson 30.6

 400 Meters - Varsity - Finals
18. 9 Hayden Wooldridge 1:08
20. 9 Cole John 1:10

 1600 Meters - Varsity - Finals
20. 10 Zech Bryan 5:22
 
3200 Meters - Varsity - Finals
12. 10 Wyatt Johnson 13:34
 
110m Hurdles - 39” - Varsity - Finals
11. 9 Hayden Wooldridge 23.4
 
Shot Put - 12lb - Varsity - Finals
25. 12 Tyler Cooper 32’10.5
26. 10 Cal Martin 32’7.25
45. 10 Zech Bryan 27’7
 
Javelin - 800g - Varsity - Finals
28. 9 Colton Johnson 86’1
38. 10 Zech Bryan 77’9
 
High Jump - Varsity - Finals
11. 9 Hayden Wooldridge 5’0
 
Long Jump - Varsity - Finals
23. 9 Hayden Wooldridge 14’10.5
26. 9 Cole John 14’6
32. 9 Colton Johnson 12’7.5
36. 10 Cal Martin 12’0.5

Place Grade Name            Time/Dist.

 Triple Jump - Varsity - Finals
2. 12 Kaitlyn Andrews 32’07
14. 11 Angie Dedloff         25’04.25

Hanford Invite
 March 19, 2015

DAYTON SENIOR GETS NEW 
PR IN JAVELIN BY MORE 
THAN THREE FEET

RICHLAND – Dayton senior Kaitlyn 
Andrews won three of the four events 
she entered at the Hanford High School 
Invite held here last week. She missed 
a sweep by one-half inch in the triple 
jump.

The Hanford meet featured teams 
from six southeast Washington schools, 
including four A-level schools. The only 
B schools were Dayton and DeSales.

In her specialty, the javelin, Andrews 
set a new personal record with a throw 
of 126 feet, 3 inches. Her previous PR 
was 122’10”, which she achieved in her 
sophomore year. The second-best jave-
lin throw last week’s meet was 99’5”.

At Hanford, Andrews also won the 
100-meter dash, with a time of 13.3 
seconds, edging out Lele Williams of 
Hanford, who recorded the same time. 
In the long jump, Andrews won easily, 
with a jump of 16 feet even. Cara Gilm-
ore, from Chiawana, was second with a 
jump of 15’8.5”.

Andrews was second in the triple 
jump with a 32’7” jump. She was beaten 
by Richland freshman McCall Redden, 

who recorded a distance of 32’7.5”.
Several other Dayton girls gave 

strong performances at Hanford, in-
cluding junior Carissa Price, who was 
tenth in the 100 meters, with a time of 
13.9 seconds, and also tenth in the long 
jump, with a leap of 13’4”. Sophomore 
Kianna Price was ninth in the 800 me-
ter run, with a time of 2 minutes, 55.5 
seconds. Sophomore Angela Mascall 
was tenth in the 200 meters, with a time 
29.4 seconds.

In the 4x100 relay, Dayton’s girls 
placed fourth out of six teams, with a 
time of 58.5 seconds. The team includ-
ed Angie Dedloff, Mascall, Price and 
Alexus Wanlarbkam.

On the boys’ side, senior Tyler Coo-
per had strong performances in the 100 
and 200 meter sprints and the shot put. 
Freshman Hayden Wooldridge led his 
team in the 400 meter run, 110 meter 
hurdles, high jump and long jump.

“I didn’t have any big expecta-
tions, especially for the new folks, but 
rather emphasizing learning how a 
meet works, and how to be prepared 
for events,” said Dayton Coach Dan 
Nechodom.  “ Even my veterans were 
instructed to focus more on relaxing 
and proper technique than on going for 
some huge PR.”

Nechodom said that that a few team 
members didn’t make the trip to Han-
ford, for various reasons, including a 
robotics competition on the same day.

Andrews Wins Three of Four at Hanford

Times File Photo

Dayton’s Kaitlyn Andrews launches the javelin during a meet last year.

LADY CARDS 
CAN’T RECOVER 
FROM EARLY 
DEFICIT IN 6-4 
LOSS

MILTON-FREEWA-
TER – The WP girls’ soft-
ball team hit the road Fri-
day for their first game, 
and fell to a strong Mac-
Hi JV team, 6-4.

The Lady Cards fell 
behind early, giving up 
two runs each in the first 
and third innings. They 
responded with four 
runs of their own in the 
next three frames, but it 
wasn’t enough.

“For our first full game 
out I’m pretty pleased 
with how we did,” said 
WP Coach Angie Potts.   
“Since we have some 
players missing, we start-
ed some younger girls 
and after the first couple 
of innings they respond-
ed really well to different 
situations on defense and 
started covering where 
they needed to be.”

Paige Wood pitched 
the first six innings for 
WP. “Paige hasn’t pitched 
that many innings in 
over two years and did 
an outstanding job by 
only walking 3 batters,” 
said Potts. “She got some 
good support from her 

defense. “
The WP girls will host 

the same Mac-Hi JV team 
Thursday, and then will 
start league play next 
week.
Mac-Hi JV 6, WP 4
WP  0     0     0     2     1     1     
0        4        6       2
Mac 2     0     2     0     2     0     
x        6        13    1

Pitching: Wood, Bran-
nock (7) and Brannock, 
Wood (7); Tabitha and 
Becca

Hits: WP Salazar, 
Brannock, Grant, Wood, 
Frohreich, Pearson  Mac-
Hi JV Rachel 2, Alexis 4, 
Tabitha, Becca, Chelsey 
2, Tara, Maria, Emily

WP Girls Fall to Mac-Hi JV
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LEGAL NOTICES
PROBATE NOTICE OF CRED-

ITORS
No. 15-4-00045-2

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA

In Re the Estate of

DARREL W. WALTERS,
     Deceased.

The Personal Represen-
tative named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing of the origi-
nal of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of:  (1)  Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate 
assets.

Date of First Publication: 
March 12, 2015

/s/ ALICE A. WALTERS
Personal Representative 

of the 
Estate of Darrel W. Walters

Attorney for the Personal 
Representative and address for 
mailing and service:  

Steven C. Frol
Minnick-Hayner, P.S.
P.O. Box 1757
249 West Alder
Walla Walla, WA 99362

The Times
March 12, 19, 26, 2015
3-12-a

Notice and Summons by 
Publication

No:  15-7-00019-4
Termination

Superior Court of Wash-
ington

County of Walla Walla
Juvenile Court 

In Re the Termination of:

HUNTER O’KERT, Paxtin

D.O.B.:  03/14/2013

To:  Quentin Nicholas Hunt-
er and to John Doe

A  1 Termination Petition 
was filed on February 11, 2015;  
a Fact Finding hearing will be 
held on this matter on: April 
30, 2015 at 9:30 AM, at Walla 
Walla County Superior Court, 
315 W. Main St., Walla Walla 
WA, Department I. You should 
be present at this hearing.

The hearing will determine 
if :

1 your parental rights to 
your child will be terminated.  
If you do not appear at the 
hearing, the court may enter an 
order resulting in permanent 
loss of your parental rights in 
your absence.

To request a copy of the No-
tice, Summons, and termination 
Petition, call DSHS at (509) 
524-4900. To view information 
about your rights, including 
right to a lawyer, go to www.
atg.wa.gov/TRM.aspx  

Dated:  March 6, 2015
By direction of:
John W. Lohrmann, Judge
KATHY MARTIN
Clerk

By: /s/ Dee Dee Fjeld
Deputy Clerk

The Times
March 12, 19, 26, 2015
3-12-b

PROBATE NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS

NO.  15-4-00048-7  
RCW 11.40.030

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA

In the Matter of the Estate 
of

Ruth C. Maule
Deceased

 The Personal Rep-
resentative named below has 
been appointed as Personal 
Representative of this estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limitations, 
present the claim in the manner 
as provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the court.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of:  (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of this notice.  If the 
claim is not presented within 
this time frame, the claim is 
forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both decedent’s pro-
bate and non-probate assets.

 DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION:  March 12, 
2015.

Linda K. Montgomery,
Personal Representative

Daniel J. Roach, PLLC
Attorney for Personal Rep-

resentative
38 East Main Street
P.O. Box 1776
Walla Walla, WA  99362
509-522-6800

The Times
March 12, 19, 26, 2015
3-12-e

PROBATE NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS 

NO.  15-4-00046-1 
RCW 11.40.030

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA

In the Matter of the Estate 
of

Albert Sept
Deceased

 The Personal Rep-
resentative named below has 
been appointed as Personal 
Representative of this estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limitations, 
present the claim in the manner 
as provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the court.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of:  (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of this notice.  If the 
claim is not presented within 
this time frame, the claim is 
forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both decedent’s pro-
bate and non-probate assets.

 DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION:  March 12, 
2015.

Lois I. Harvey Sept,
Personal Representative

Daniel J. Roach, PLLC
Attorney for Personal Rep-

resentative
38 East Main Street
P.O. Box 1776
Walla Walla, WA  99362
509-522-6800

The Times
March 12, 19, 26, 2015
3-12-f

AMENDED PROBATE NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

NO. 15-4-00026-6  
RCW 11.40.030

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA

In the Matter of the Estate 
of

Marion Gene Alandi
     Deceased

The Administrator named 
below has been appointed as 
Administrator of this estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limitations, 
present the claim in the manner 
as provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Administrator or the Adminis-
trator’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original of 
the claim with the court.  The 
claim must be presented within 
the later of:  (1) Thirty days 
after the Administrator served 
or mailed the notice to the cred-
itor as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(3); or (2) four months 
after the date of first publication 
of this notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and 11.40.060.  This bar is 
effective as to claims against 
both decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.

 DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION: March 12, 
2015.

Marci Perkins of
Omniguardianship Services, 

LLC,
Administrator

Daniel J. Roach, PLLC
Attorney for Administrator
38 East Main Street
P.O. Box 1776
Walla Walla, WA  99362
509-522-6800

The Times
March 12, 19, 26, 2015
3-12-k

PROBATE NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS

No.   15-4-00043-6
RCW 11.40.030

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON

IN AND FOR WALLA WAL-
LA COUNTY

In re the Estate of

THEODORE ALEKEL II,

                  Deceased.

The Personal Represen-
tative named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative, or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below, a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were com-
menced.  The claim must be 
presented within the later of:

(1) Thirty (30) days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the Notice to 
the Creditors as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or

(2) Four (4) months after 
the date of first publication 
of the Notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and 11.40.060.  This bar is 
effective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication: 
March 12, 2015

Personal Representative: 
Theresa Alekel

Attorney for the Personal 
Representative: 

Lenard L. Wittlake, PLLC
WSBA #15451

Address for Mailing or 
Service:

P.O. Box 1233
Walla Walla, WA  99362
(509) 529-1529

Court of Probate Proceed-
ings:

Walla Walla Superior Court
315 W. Main

Walla Walla, WA  99362

The Times
March 12, 19, 26, 2015
3-12-l

PROBATE NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS

No.   15-4-00047-9
RCW 11.40.030

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON

IN AND FOR WALLA WAL-
LA COUNTY

In re the Estate of

RACHEL KOPECKY,

                    Deceased.

The Personal Represen-
tative named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative, or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below, a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were com-
menced.  The claim must be 
presented within the later of:

(1) Thirty (30) days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the Notice to 
the Creditors as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or

(2) Four (4) months after 
the date of first publication 
of the Notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and 11.40.060.  This bar is 
effective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication: 
March 12, 2015

Personal Representative:  
Rodney D. Grushkowsky

Attorney for the Personal 
Representative: 

Lenard L. Wittlake, PLLC
WSBA #15451

Address for Mailing or 
Service:

P.O. Box 1233
22 E. Poplar St., Suite 200
Walla Walla, WA  99362
(509) 529-1529

Court of Probate Proceed-
ings:

Walla Walla Superior Court
315 W. Main
Walla Walla, WA  99362

The Times
March 12, 19, 26, 2015
3-12-m

SHERIFF’S NOTICE TO 
JUDGMENT DEBTOR ORDER 

OF SALE OF REAL PROP-
ERTY

No. 13-2-00501-9

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON FOR WALLA WALLA 
COUNTY

ONEWEST BANK, FSB, its 
successors in interest and/or 
assigns,

Plaintiff,

-vs-

UNKNOWN HEIRS and 
DEVISEES OF JACOB A. 
SONNENTAG; ESTATE OF 
JACOB A. SONNENTAG;PA-
MELA CHATLEY; PETER SON-
NENTAG; UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA;STATE OF 
WASHINGTON; OCCUPANTS 
OF THE PREMISES, 

Defendants,

TO: The Judgment Debtors 
Named  Above:

The Superior  Court  of Wal-
la Walla  County  has directed 
the  undersigned Sheriff of 
Walla Walla County  to  sell  the 
real property described below 
to  satisfy  a  judgment.  The 
property  is commonly known 
as:

103 Southwest 12th Street
College Place Washington 

99324

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
Beginning at a point that  is 225 

feet east of the easterly line of 
Addison Avenue as now  estab-
lished and 20 feet south of the  
northerly line of the southeast 
1/4 of the southeast 1/4 of said 
section 35; thence easterly  
parallel to the north line of said 
quarter section, a distance of 
75 feet;thence southerly paral-
lel to the east line  of Addison  
Avenue, a distance  of 107.3 
feet; thence westerly parallel 
to the  aforesaid north line, a 
distance of

75 feet;thence northerly par-
allel to the east line of Addison 
Avenue, a distance of 107.3 
feet to the point of beginning.

Situated in the  County  of 
Walla Walla,State of Washing-
ton.

The sale of the above 
described property is to take 
place:

Time: 10:00 AM
Date:  April 24, 2015

Place: Main Enterance, 
Walla Walla County Court-
house, Walla  Walla Washing-
ton

The  judgment debtor can  
avoid   the  sale  by  pay-
ing  the  judgment amount of 
$161,329.09, together with 
interest,costs, and fees, before 
the sale date.  For the  exact 
amount, contact the sheriff at 
the address stated below.

This property is subject  to:

[X] No redemption  rights 
after sale.

[  ] A redemprion period of 
eight months which will expire 
at 4:30 PM on the     day of     
.     .

[  ] A redemption period 
of one year which will expire 
at 4:30 PM on the     day of     
.     .

The judgment debtor or 
debtors or any of them  may  
redeem the  above  described 
property at any time  up to the 
end of the  redemption period 
by paying  the amount bid at 
the sheriff’s sale plus additional 
costs, taxes, assessments, cer-
tain other amounts, fees, and 
interest.   If you are interested 
in  redeeming the  property 
contact  the  undersigned 
sheriff at  the  address  stated 
below to determine the exact 
amount necessary to redeem.

IMPORTANT  NOTICE;    IF  
THE  JUDGMENT  DEBTOR 
OR  DEBTORS DO  NOT  
REDEEM THE PROPERTY 
BY 4:30  PM  ON THE       DAY 
OF     _20_, THE END OF 
THE REDEMPTION PERI-
OD, THE PURCHASER AT 
THE SHERIFF’S SALE WILL 
BECOME THE OWNER AND 
MAY EVICT THE OCCUPANT 
FROM THE PROPERTY 
UNLESS THE OCCUPANT IS 
A TENANT HOLDING UNDER 
AN UNEXPIRED LEASE. 
IF THE PROPERTY TO BE 
SOLD IS OCCUPIED AS A 
PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE BY 
THE JUDGMENT DEBTOR OR 
DEBTORS AT THE TIME OF 
THE SALE, HE, SHE, THEY 
OR ANY OF THEM MAY  HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO RETAIN POS-
SESSION DURING  THE RE-
DEMPTION PERIOD, IF ANY, 
WITHOUT PAYMENT  OF ANY  
RENT OR OCCUPANCY FEE.   
THE JUDGMENT DEBTOR  
MAY ALSO  HAVE  A  RIGHT  
TO  RETAIN  POSSESSION 
DURING  ANY   REDEMPTION   
PERIOD  IF  THE PROPERTY 
IS USED FOR FARMING OR 
IF THE PROPERTY IS BEING 
SOLD UNDER  A MORTGAGE 
THAT SO PROVIDES.

Dated this 12th day of 
March, 2015

JOHN A. TURNER,Sheriff
Walla Walla County

By:  Debra M. Thomas, Civil 
Deputy

240 West Alder Street, Suite 
101

Walla Walla WA 99362
Phone: (509}524-5400

The Times
March 19, 26, April 2, 9, 16, 

23, 2015
3-19-b

Public Notice

The Walla Walla County 
Water Conservancy Board will 
hold its regular meeting  April 
8, 2015 at 2:00 PM at the Walla 
Walla County Public Health and 
Legislative Building, 314 West 
Main, Room 213, Walla Walla.

The Times
March 26, April 2, 2015
3-26-a

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

REFERENCE NUMBER: 
200614977

GRANTOR(S): Karen L. 
Gibbon, PS

GRANTEE(S): Charity, M. 
Gales, A Married Person as Her 
Sole and Separate Property

ABBREVIATED LEGAL: 
LOTS 3 AND 4, BLOCK 3, 
TOWNSEND ADDITION

APN# 36-07-30-55-0303

 
WE ARE A DEBT COLLEC-

TOR.  THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

If you filed bankruptcy 
or have been discharged in 
bankruptcy, this communication 
is not intended as an attempt to 
collect a debt from you person-
ally, but is notice of enforce-
ment of the deed of trust lien 
against the secured property.

THIS NOTICE IS THE 
FINAL STEP BEFORE THE 
FORECLOSURE SALE OF 
YOUR HOME.

You have only 20 DAYS 
from the recording date on this 
notice to pursue mediation.

DO NOT DELAY. CONTACT 
A HOUSING COUNSELOR OR 
AN ATTORNEY LICENSED IN 
WASHINGTON NOW to assess 
your situation and refer you 
to mediation if you are eligible 
and it may help you save your 
home. See below for safe 
sources of help.

SEEKING ASSISTANCE

Housing counselors and 
legal assistance may be avail-
able at little or no cost to you. 
If you would like assistance in 
determining your rights and op-
portunities to keep your house, 
you may contact the following:

• The statewide fore-
closure hotline for assistance 
and referral to housing counsel-
ors recommended by the 
Housing Finance Commission: 
Toll-free: 1-877-894-HOME (1-
877-894-4663)

http://www.dfi.wa.gov/
consumers/homeownership/
post_purchase_counselors_
foreclosure.htm

• The United States 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development:

Toll-free: 1-800-569-4287
Local counseling agencies 

in Washington:
http://www.hud.gov/offices/

hsg/sfh/hcc/fc/index.cfm?we-
bListAction=search&search-
state=WA&filterSvc=dfc

• The statewide civil 
legal aid hotline for assistance 
and referrals to other housing 
counselors and attorneys:

Toll-free: 1-800-606-4819
http://nwjustice.org/what-

clear

I.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the undersigned Trust-
ee, Karen L. Gibbon, P.S., will 
on April 24, 2015, at the hour of 
10:00 AM, at the main entrance 
of the Walla Walla County 
Courthouse, 315 W. Main, in 
the City of Walla Walla, State 
of Washington, sell at public 
auction to the highest and best 
bidder, payable at the time of 
sale, the following described 
real property, situated in the 
County of Walla Walla, State of 
Washington, to wit:

LOTS 3 AND 4 IN BLOCK 
3 OF TOWNSEND ADDITION 
TO THE CITY OF WALLA 
WALLA, ACCORDING TO THE 
OFFICIAL PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN VOLUME 
D OF PLATS AT PAGE 19, 
RECORDS OF WALLA WALLA 
COUNTY, WASHINGTON.

TPN: 36-07-30-55-0303

(commonly known as 601 
South 12th Avenue, Walla 
Walla, WA  99362), which is 
subject to that certain Deed 
of Trust, dated December 12, 
2006, recorded December 15, 
2006, under Auditor’s File No. 
200614977 records of Walla 
Walla County, Washington, 
from Charity, M. Gales, A 
Married Person as Her Sole 
and Separate Property, as 
Grantors, to Landsafe (Benton) 
of Washington, as Trustee, to 
secure an obligation in favor of 
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ROUND TABLE - FROM 
PAGE 7

N E W S  B R I E F

Last Week’s Solution

Across
1. Zero, on a court
5. Opening
9. Pledge of Alle-
giance ender
12. Department
13. Main web page
14. “What’d I tell ya?”
15. Staffs
16. Where India is
17. Stetson, for 
example
18. Downhearted
19. NY baseballer
20. Agree
21. Rebuke
23. Ventured
25. Pantheon mem-
ber
27. Partner of each
29. With self respect
31. Matter of debate
34. Notable period
35. Record points
36. Ophthalmologist’s 
study
39. Common verb
40. Be my guest!
42. Place that allows 
“eggs-tradition”?
45. Public hanging?
46. They can be 
sweet
47. Leaves home?
48. Settle a deal
49. Facilitate
50. Unbroken
51. Wine color
52. Song and dance
53. Landlord’s pay-
ment

Down
1. “Silence of the 
___s” movie
2. Like some vac-
cines
3. Da Milo
4. Stand for a portrait
5. It’s optional with a 
haircut
6. Ditch

7. Fail to mention
8. Steeped beverage
9. On land, not asea
10. “Take me to your 
__!”
11. Give permission
20. Fleet
22. Come to terms
23. Annoying flight 
hold up
24. Turn red, perhaps
26. Ready
28. Greetings
29. 24-karat
30. Cleans and stuffs 
tom
32. Scant
33. Separated into 
categories
37. Stage direction
38. Wait on
40. Sabbatical period
41. Sunrise (dir.)

43. Caught in the act
44. Campsite sight
45. Broadcasting, 

with on the
46. Vegetable that 
rolls

Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for America’s Wholesale 
Lender, as Beneficiary, the 
beneficial interest in which has 
been assigned to The Bank 
of New York Mellon FKA The 
Bank of New York, as Trustee 
for the certificateholders of the 
CWABS, Inc., ASSET-BACKED 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2006-25, under Walla Walla 
County Auditor’s File No. 
201105528.

II.

No action commenced by 
the Beneficiary of the Deed of 
Trust is now pending to seek 
satisfaction of the obligation 
in any Court by reason of the 
Borrowers or Grantor’s default 
on the obligation secured by 
the Deed of Trust.

III.

The Default for which this 
foreclosure is made is as fol-
lows: Failure to pay when due 
the following amounts, which 
are now in arrears: 

Monthly payments: 
Monthly payment(s) totaling 

$45,000.36,

(September 1, 2010 - De-
cember 1, 2014):

$45,000.36

Property Inspections: 
$192.95

Corporate Advances: 
$1,522.36

Accrued late charges: 
$1,548.00

TOTAL MONTHLY PAY-
MENTS AND LATE CHARGES: 
$48,263.67

Default other than failure to 
make monthly payments:

None
IV.

The sum owing on the obli-
gation secured by the Deed of 
Trust is: Principal $87,297.40, 
together with interest as provid-
ed in the note or other instru-
ment secured from August 1, 
2010 and such other costs and 
fees as are due under the note 
or other instrument secured, 
and as are provided by statute.

V.

The above-described real 
property will be sold to satisfy 
the expense of sale and the ob-
ligation secured by said Deed 
of Trust as provided by statute. 
The sale will be made without 
warranty, express or implied, 
regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances on April 24, 
2015. The defaults referred to 
in paragraph III must be cured 
by April 13, 2015 (11 days 
before the sale) to cause a 
discontinuance of the sale. The 
sale will be discontinued and 
terminated if at any time on or 
before April 13, 2015 (11 days 
before the sale) the default(s) 
as set forth in paragraph III is/
are cured and the Trustee’s 
fees and costs are paid. The 
sale may be terminated any 
time after April 13, 2015 (11 
days before the sale date), and 
before the sale, by the Borrow-
er or Grantor or the holder of 
any recorded junior lien or en-
cumbrance paying the principal 
and interest plus costs, fees, 
and advances, if any, made 
pursuant to the terms of the 
obligation and/or deed of trust, 
and curing all other defaults.

VI.

A written Notice of Default 
was transmitted by the Benefi-
ciary or Trustee to the Borrower 
or Grantor at the following 
addresses: 

Charity M. Gales
Spouse or Domestic Partner 

of
  Charity M. Gales

Both At: 601 South 12th Av-
enue, Walla Walla, WA  99362

And At: 700 SE 5th Ave Apt. 
C201,Canby, OR  97013-5505

And At: 491 S. Pine Street, 
Canby, OR 97013-4549

 by both first class and 
certified mail on March 26, 
2014, proof of which is in the 
possession of the Trustee; and 
the Borrower and Grantor were 
personally served on March 26, 
2014, with said written Notice 
of Default and/or the Notice 
of Default was posted in a 
conspicuous place on the real 

property described in para-
graph I above, and the Trustee 
has in his possession proof of 
such service or posting.

VII.

The Trustee whose name 
and address is set forth below 
will provide in writing, to any 
person requesting it, a state-
ment of all costs and fees due 
at any time prior to the sale.

VIII.

The effect of the sale will 
be to deprive the Grantor and 
all those who hold by, through 
or under the Grantor of all their 
interest in the above-described 
property.

IX.

Anyone having any 
objections to this sale on any 
grounds whatsoever will be 
afforded an opportunity to be 
heard as to those objections, if 
they bring a lawsuit to restrain 
the sale, pursuant to R.C.W. 
61.24.130. Failure to bring such 
a lawsuit may result in a waiver 
of any proper grounds for inval-
idating the Trustee’s Sale.

X.

NOTICE TO OCCUPANTS 
OR TENANTS

The purchaser at the trust-
ee’s sale is entitled to pos-
session of the property on the 
20th day following the sale, as 
against the grantor under the 
deed of trust (owner) and any-
one having an interest junior 
to the deed of trust, including 
occupants who are not tenants.  
After the 20th day following the 
sale the purchaser has the right 
to evict occupants who are not 
tenants by summary proceed-
ings under chapter 59.12 RCW. 
For tenant-occupied property, 
the purchaser shall prove a 
tenant with written notice in ac-
cordance with RCW 61.24.060. 

DATED: December 11, 
2014  KAREN 
L. GIBBON, P.S., Successor 
Trustee

By:
KAREN L. GIBBON, Pres-

ident   
LAW OFFICES OF KAREN 

L. GIBBON, P.S.
3409 MCDOUGALL AVE-

NUE, SUITE 202  
EVERETT, WA  98201
(425) 212-3277
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SHERIFF’S PUBLIC  NOTICE  
OF SALE OF REAL  PROP-

ERTY
No. 13-2-00501-9

IN THE SUPERIOR  
COURT  OF THE STATE  OF  
WASHINGTON FOR WALLA 
WALLA  COUNTY

ONEWEST  BANK, FSB, its 
successors  in interest and/ or 
assigns, 

Plaintiff, 
vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS and 

DEVISEES OF JACOB A. 
SONNENTAG; ESTATE OF 
JACOB A. SONNENTAG; PA-
MELA CHATLEY; PETER SON-
NENTAG; UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA; STATE  OF 
WASHINGTON; OCCUPANTS 
OF THE PREMISES,

Defendants, 
TO: The Judgment  Debtors  

Named  Above:

The Superior  Court  of Wal-
la  Walla County  has directed  
the undersigned Sheriff  of

Walla Walla  County to sell 
the  defendant’s interest  in the 
property  described

below  to satisfy a judgment  
in the above-entitled action:

103  Southwest  12th Street
College  Place  Washington  

99324

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
Beginning at a point  that  is 
225  feet east  of the  easterly 
line  of  Addison  Avenue  as 
now  established and  20 feet  
south  of the  northerly line  
of the  southeast 1/4  of the 
southeast 1/4  of said  section 
35; thence  easterly parallel to 
the north  line  of said  quarter 
section, a distance of 75 feet; 
thence southerly  parallel to  
the  east  line of Addison  Av-
enue a distance of 107.3 feet; 
thence westerly  parallel  to the  
aforesaid north  line, a distance  
of 75 feet; thence northerly  
parallel to the east line  of 
Addison Avenue, a distance 
of 107.3 feet to the point  of 
beginning.

Situated in the County of 
Walla Walla, State of Wash-
ington.    Tax Parcel No. 
35.07.35.44.0060

The sale of the within 
described property is to take 
place:

Time: 10:00 AM
Date: Friday, April 24, 2015

Place: Main Entrance, Walla 
Walla County Courthouse, 
Walla Walla, WA

The judgment debtors 
can avoid the sale by pay-
ing the judgment amount of 
$161,329.09, together with 
interest, costs and fees, before 
the sale date. For the exact 
amount, contact the sheriff at 
the address stated below.

Dated this 12th day of 
March, 2015.

 
JOHN A. TURNER, Sheriff
Walla Walla County

By: /s/ Debra M. Thomas, 
Deputy

240  W. Alder #101,  Walla 
Walla, WA, 99362 (509) 524-
5403
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NOTICE OF STATE’S INTENT TO NEGOTIATE LEASES

Department of Natural Resources will begin negotiation of 
expiring leases with existing lessees on the following parcels.  
All leases are subject to third party bids by interested parties.  
Lease terms and bidding information is available by calling the 
Southeast Region at 1-800-527-3305 or by visiting the Region 
Office at 713 Bowers Road, Ellensburg, Washington 98926.  
These leases expire August 31, 2015.

Agriculture All/Part Sec Twp Rge
12-088799 Part 16 11N 36E

12-088800 Part 16 11N 36E

12-B60508  All 36 11N 36E

12-C60670  All 16 11N 34E

12-C61465 Part 16 12N 37E

12-G56904 Part 36   8N 37E

Grazing All/Part Sec Twp Rge
10-B69678 Part 16 10N 33E

10-C62574 Part 36 13N 35E

36 13N 36E
Written request to lease must be received by April 27, 

2015, at the Department of Natural Resources, 713 Bowers 
Road, Ellensburg, Washington 98926.

Each request to lease must contain a certified check or 
money order payable to the Department of Natural Resources 
for the amount of any bonus bid, plus a $100 deposit.  The 
envelope must be marked “Sealed Bid” and give the lease 
number, expiration date of lease applied for, and give the appli-
cant’s name.  The applicant must be prepared to purchase any 
improvements that belong to the current lessee.  For details 
and qualifications to submit a request, contact the Ellensburg 
office or call (509) 925-8510.

PETER GOLDMARK, Commissioner of Public Lands
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NOTICE OF SEASONAL 
APPLICATION FOR CHANGE/

TRANSFER OF WATER 
RIGHT UNDER ONE (1) 

GROUND WATER CERTIFI-
CATE

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

TAKE NOTICE:

That Brent Knowles of Walla 
Walla, WA, has made appli-
cation for seasonal change/
transfer of water right in order 
to add points of withdrawal and 
change a portion of the place of 
use as granted under Ground 
Water Certificate No. 2602-A.

That Certificate No. 2602-A 
authorizes the withdrawal of 
350 gallons per minute, 216 
acre-feet per year, each year, 
for the seasonal irrigation of 54 
acres.

That the authorized point 
of withdrawal is a well located 
within Government Lot 2 of 
Sec. 16, T. 6 N., R. 35 E.W.M.

That the authorized place of 
use is within Lot 2, Sec. 16, T. 6 
N., R. 35 E.W.M.

That he proposes to add 
three wells, one well within 
the NE1/4NW1/4 of Sec. 
16, and two wells within the 
NE1/4NW1/4 of Sec. 8, all 
within T. 6 N., R. 35 E.W.M.

That he proposes to 
transfer 91 gallons per minute, 
46.8 acre-feet for the irriga-
tion of 11.71 acres within the 
NE1/4NW1/4 of Sec. 8, T. 6 N., 
R. 35 E.W.M.

All within Walla Walla Coun-
ty, Washington.

Protests or objections to ap-
proval of this application must 
include a detailed statement of 
the basis for objections; pro-
tests must be accompanied by 
a fifty-($50,00) dollar recording 
fee and filed with the Depart-
ment of Ecology, at the address 
shown below, within thirty (30) 
days from April 2, 2015.

STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF ECOL-

OGY
WATER RESOURCES 

PROGRAM – ERO
PO BOX 47611
OLYMPIA, WA 98504-7611
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Preston Hall Band 
Judged ‘Excellent’

PULLMAN – The Preston Hall (7th-8th grade) band 
traveled to Pullman on March 19, to play at Lincoln 
Middle School for the Middle School Band Festival. 
The band performed “Afterburn” by Randall Stan-
dridge, “Colonel Bogey March” by Kenneth Alford, and 
“Doppler Effect” by Sean O’Loughlin.

“The band worked together well, solving musical 
problems cooperatively and getting all of the equip-
ment in and out of the building. All 35 musicians per-
formed artistically,” said Band Director Brad Green. 
The Preston Hall Band earned a two, or excellent, rat-
ing from the judges.

The public is invited to hear these songs performed 
at the band’s annual spring concert on Monday, May 
11 in the WHS auditorium.

alcohol was the direct 
cause. Nineteen deaths 
were attributed to a com-
bination of the two. There 
have been three suspect-
ed drug related deaths so 
far in 2015. 

Attendees were sur-
prised to learn that, ac-
cording to Walla Walla 
Coroner Richard Green-
wood, the average age of 
males who died from ille-
gal or prescription drugs 
in Walla Walla County 
was 46 and for females 
the average age was 43 
for illicit drugs and 49 for 
prescription drugs. 

Turner urged attend-
ees to support the Sher-
iff’s Department to the 
county commissioners in 
creating a dedicated drug 
task force that would al-
low the department to 
be proactive in the edu-
cation and enforcement 
arenas rather than being 
reactionary. “One of my 
top priorities is to be pro-
active in the areas where 
we can’t unvictimize peo-
ple,” said Turner.

Turning the topic to 
traffic safety, Turner said 
per capita or per miles 
traveled, Walla Walla 
County is usually in the 

top five of 39 counties in 
the state when it comes 
to serious injuries and 
traffic fatalities, accord-
ing to the Washington 
State Traffic Safety Com-
mission. Turner recent-
ly chaired a group that 
is trying to get the Walla 
Walla Community Coun-
cil to do their 2016 study 
on traffic safety. 

Finally, Martin gave 
some tips on how to pre-
vent burglaries. Most 
importantly, he urged 
communication between 
neighbors and said not 
to hesitate to call 911 if 
something seems unusu-
al. Too often, witnesses 
come forward after the 
fact and say they noticed 
something odd but that 
it didn’t seem to be a big 
deal, he said

“Be the eyes and ears 
and pay attention to de-
tails,” he said. Martin 
said burglars often enter 
through a back door that 
is protected from sight 
behind a fence or shrub-
bery and urged residents 
to lock their doors even 
if going to the store for 
a few minutes. He also 
stressed the importance 
of not announcing a trip 
out of town on social net-
works like Facebook.
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SERVICEDIRECTORY

REMODELING
& ROOFING

Very competitive Prices!
Fast, FREE 

On-site Estimates
Since 1995

(509) 301-9688
silverstarwa@hotmail.com

YOUR
 FULL-SERVICE

BIKE SHOP 
Sales • Service
 Repairs • Parts
200 E. Main St. 

Walla Walla
(509) 525-4949

FREE Estimates 
Ground Source 

Heat Pumps 
Geothermal & Wind 

Residential & Commercial
Colfax 

(888) 445-9421
Lic# NOLANHA038JF

IN-HOME SERVICE
Licensed & Certified  

Factory Trained  
Technicians 

 (509) 529-3185
WA Reg. #TOMPKAS994CG

FREE Estimates
 Residential & Commercial
Sales • Installation Service

Prescott
 (509) 849-2400 or
(509) 525-HEAT

www.YoungsHeating.com

CARPETS
VINYL • TILE
LAMINATE

242 E. Main St.  
Dayton, WA 

Tues.-Fri. 10am-5pm 

(509) 382-3188

OPEN 
EVERY DAY! 

2930 E. ISAACS AVE.
WALLA WALLA

(509) 525-3730

CONSTRUCTION

RECREATION

MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

HOME & GARDEN

Add Your Business! Email us at advertising @
waitsburgtimes.com
or call us at 337-6311 for more info.

Have your 
business 
listed in 
our next 
service 
directory, 
and get 
noticed!

AUTO

Genuine Replacements
Chip Repair
Quick Repairs On-Site 
(Mobile Service)

Glass Cutting
Customized Glass
ProductsProducts
On-Site Hot Rod Services

w w w . L e w i s C l a r k G l a s s . c o m

Bret Stone    (509) 751-5224
              1-877-750-5224

COMMERCIAL &
RESIDENTIAL

ROOFING & GUTTERS
Architectural, Cedar, 
 Thermoplastic (TPO), 

 Steel Standing Seam, 5” & 6”  
Continuous Aluminum Gutters

#1 Leaf Protection  
that Really Works
(509) 301-4557 

www.bensroofingww.com
Lic# BENSRRG902J1

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

Columbia County Health 
System is also accepting appli-
cations for a full time Certified 
Medical Assistant or LPN in our 
Columbia Family Clinic.  This 
position supports Physicians 
and Physician Assistants/Nurse 
Practitioners in the clinic on 
an outpatient setting.  Must be 
familiar with clinic work flow 
processes and patient service 
standards.  Must be licensed 
in the state of Washington. 
Applications can be found 
online at www.cchd-wa.org.  
Completed applications can 
be mailed to Columbia County 
Health System, Attn: Human 

Columbia County Health 
System is accepting applicants 
for a full time Lab Assistant/
Phlebotomist in the Laboratory 
at Columbia County Health 
System.  The successful can-
didate will be responsible for 
obtaining blood specimens and 
non-blood specimens such as 
urine, sputum and throat swabs 
for laboratory testing.  Ensures 
specimen requirements are met 
at time of collection including 
proper labeling and handling 
of specimen. Record entries 
as required.  Performs all 
procedures in accordance with 
department and hospital pro-
cedures.   Applications can be 
found online at www.cchd-wa.
org.  Completed applications 
can be mailed to Columbia 
County Health System, Attn: 
Human Resources, 1012 S 3rd 
St, Dayton, WA 99328 or faxed 
to 509-382-3205.  They can 
also be dropped off in person 
at the Human Resources De-
partment at the Dayton General 
Hospital.

Columbia County Health 
System is accepting applicants 
for a full time Medical Records 
Assistant/Transcription at Co-
lumbia County Health System.  
The successful candidate will 
have the ability to accurately 
transcribe medical reports, will 
have working knowledge of di-
agnostic and procedural codes 
under the ICD-9-CM system 
and medical terminology, meet 
all aspects of patient confiden-
tiality under the Washington 
State Health Information Act 
and HIPAA regulations.  This 
position works closely with 
business office, ancillary staff 
and medical staff employees.  
Medical transcription and 
medical coding experience 
preferred along with attention 
to detail and ability to multitask.  
Applications can be found 
online at www.cchd-wa.org.  
Completed applications can 
be mailed to Columbia County 
Health System, Attn: Human 
Resources, 1012 S 3rd St, 
Dayton, WA 99328 or faxed to 
509-382-3205.  They can also 
be dropped off in person at the 
Human Resources Department 
at the Dayton General Hospital.

CITY OF WAITSBURG 2015 
SWIMMING POOL SEASON 
- The City of Waitsburg is 
currently accepting applications 
for the position of Certified 
Lifeguard and Pool Office 
Manager. Duties for lifeguards 
include but are not limited to 
general lifeguard duties, and 
maintenance and operation of 
pool. Lifeguards must be 15 
years of age or older and pos-
sess Lifeguard Certification and 
CPR/First Aid card. WSI pre-
ferred but not required. Office 
manager duties will include but 
are not limited to supervising 
pool office, cleaning, interacting 
with the public and handling 
money and paperwork. These 
positions will be seasonal, and 
hours will vary. 
Qualified applicants may pick 
up and return applications at 
Waitsburg City Hall, 147 Main 
Street, P.O. Box 35, Waitsburg, 
WA 99361. All applications 
must be received by 3:45 p.m. 
on Thursday, April 30, 2015. 
For more information, call (509) 
337-6371.
The City of Waitsburg is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

BOOKKEEPER/CUSTOMER 
SERVICE - Part or full-time 
benefited position available at 
Elk Drug.  Wage DOE.  Duties 
include, but not limited to, 
accounts receivable/patient 
accounts, maintenance of till 
and POS system, data entry, 
filing, answering phones, oper-
ating cash register and product 
maintenance/ordering.  MUST 
be organized, detail-oriented 
and willing to multi-task.  Expe-

FULL TIME PHARMACIST:  
Enjoy small town life with big 
time opportunity.  Busy inde-
pendent pharmacy also serves 
local hospital and long term 
care facility.  Great benefits and 
excellent work environment that 
prioritizes patient care.  MUST 
be organized and detail-orient-
ed, wage DOE.  Send resume 
to Elk Drug 176 E Main, Day-
ton, WA  99328.

Resources, 1012 S 3rd St, 
Dayton, WA 99328 or faxed to 
509-382-3205.  They can also 
be dropped off in person at the 
Human Resources Department 
at the Dayton General Hospital.

rience with Excel and Quick-
Books a bonus.  Send resume 
to 176 E Main St. Dayton, WA  
99328.

Columbia County Com-
missioner Dwight Roban-
ske (l) presents longtime 
Dayton resident Ron 
Groom with a plaque 
on March 18 commem-
orating 25 years as a 
volunteer on the county 
planning commission. 
“We’ll find someone to 
sit in your chair, but they 
won’t replace you,” said 
Planning Director Kim 
Lyonnais, who also com-
mented this may be the 
longest term any volun-
teer has held the position. 
Groom said he has really 
enjoyed his time in the 
seat and thanked the 
county for the opportu-
nity.

‘IRREPLACEABLE’ PLANNING VOLUNTEER RESIGNS

Photo by Dian Ver Valen

cer in the fall, basketball 
in the winter and soft-
ball and baseball in the 
spring. Prescott plans 
to co-op with Waitsburg 
for football and track & 
field. Besides baseball 
and softball, Waitsburg 
has also been invited to 
co-op for soccer. Cox said 
Prescott has not deter-
mined spring sport offer-
ings for middle school at 
this time.

Clarke shared that 
spring sports are under-
way, and both WP base-
ball and softball teams 
were fielded easily with 
a good representation 
of students from both 
school districts. She said 
track participants num-
ber in the 40’s with some 
representation from 
Prescott and Jubilee, but 
the majority from Waits-
burg. 

Clarke said Prescott 
asked for a response re-
garding baseball and 
softball now so they can 
determine whether or 
not to bring up their 
eighth grade next year. 
She said that, with the 

number of athletes inter-
ested, Prescott believes it 
would be a fair exchange 
of resources between 
combining for football 
hosted by Waitsburg and 
baseball/softball hosted 
in Prescott. 

“We know that foot-
ball is a way more ex-
pensive sport, but they 
would be sending way 
fewer people over than 
we, presumably, would 
be sending for baseball 
and softball,” Clarke said. 
Fall football and volley-
ball schedules for Waits-
burg are complete. 

Clarke said Prescott 
suggests no cost-sharing, 
with each school respon-
sible for their own pro-
gram. She also said that 
Prescott had indicated 
they would not transport 
football athletes (due to 
low numbers) but if they 
had five track & field ath-
letes, they would trans-
port them to Waitsburg.

“I support [combin-
ing baseball and soft-
ball] just based on our 
numbers. If we don’t, I 
don’t believe we’ll have 
enough participation to 
have this program,” said 

school board chairman 
and advisory committee 
member Ross Hamann. 
Hamann said that 15 stu-
dents had turned out for 
middle school baseball; 
eight from Prescott and 
seven from Waitsburg. 
Twelve turned out for 
middle school softball, 
split evenly between 
both districts. “Together 
they have a team. Apart 
they don’t. I, for one, 
want to try to keep these 
programs alive,” said Ha-
mann. 

School and adviso-
ry board member Greg 
Zuger commented 
that Waitsburg would 
not have a junior high 
baseball team because 
Prescott plans to offer 
middle school soccer 
in the spring instead. 
Christy House suggested 
that Waitsburg entertain 
the idea of working with 
Dayton for middle school 
baseball and noted that 
several sixth grade boys 
played with Dayton last 
year. 

“We’re going to have 
to get creative,” said Ha-
mann.

Bulldogs came back to regain the lead. 
But this time they couldn’t hold it. Six 
big Colton runs in the top of the sixth 
erased a 9-7 Dayton lead, and Colton 
hang on to win, 15-10.

The Lady Bulldogs will host River 
View on Friday.
Game 1: Dayton 12, Colton 11
Colton    5    4    0    0    0    2    0        11   8   3
Dayton   2    2    2    1    0    1   4         12   8   9

 Colton hits: Druffel, W. Schultheis 2, 
R. Meyer 2, E. Shultheis 2, G. Meyer.

Dayton hits: Phillips 2, Frame, 
Mings, H. Becker, McFarland, Dobbs, 

Bledsoe.
Pitching/Catching: 
Moser, G. Meyer and E, Schultheis (6)
McFarland, Frame and Mings(6)
Game 2: Colton 15, Dayton 10

Colton     3    1    1    0    2    6    2        15  14  4
Dayton    0    1    5    0    3    1    0        10   4   0

 Colton hits: Moser, Druffel 2, Jacobs 
2, W. Schultheis 3, R. Meyer 2, G. Meyer, 
Smith 3,

Dayton hits: Phillips, M. Becker, 
Dobbs, Johnson.

Pitching/Catching: 
 Colton: W. Schultheis, E. Schultheis
Dayton: Robins, Frame and Mings(6)


